St. Matthew

LUTHERAN CHURCH of HANOVER

Where the Welcome is Wide and the Love is Real

Sunday, May 10, 2026
10:30 a.m.



Welcome! Whether you are a long-time member of St. Matthew, a
first-time visitor, or somewhere in between, we are thankful you are
here today. If you have questions or any needs, please let a name-
tagged usher know. We hope that you experience God’s love during

worship today.

Our Purpose:
Welcoming all as we share God'’s love.

Our Goals:

Enliven faith through worship and learning
Cultivate shared leadership as disciples of Jesus
Engage children, youth, and families
Bridge the gaps with home-insecure neighbors
Build authentic relationships across differences

About today: We gather as a community to worship God by singing,

praying, listening to scripture, hearing a message and celebrating the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. We are in the season of Easter when
we continue to celebrate the Resurrection and what it means for us.

Our regular weekend schedule includes Saturday worship at 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday indoor worship at 8:30 a.m. and at 10:30 a.m. (livestreamed).
You can find our livestream on our website or on Youtube (links can be
found on the last page of the bulletin).



Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

PRELUDE

WELCOME

+ GATHERING +

The New Commonwealth Williams

Please stand as you are able.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Pastor:
All:

Pastor:

All:
Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
our light and our salvation,
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism we give thanks for
the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery
into freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as your
children making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and
above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.



Pastor: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

All: Amen.
HYMN Come, Thou Almighty King ELW #408
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GREETING
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
All: And also with you.

Please be seated.

Children second grade and under are invited to meet our children’s leader at the
baptismal font at the front of the Nave. She will take the children for Children’s



Church at the “Pray-ground” in the Fellowship Hall. They will hear a Bible story
from this week’s lectionary in an age-appropriate format and spend some time

exploring their faith and creativity together. They will return during the passing of
the peace.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lector: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in
heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers
of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

& THE WORD +F

THE READING: Acts 17:22-31

22 paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
spiritual you are in every way. 2 For as | went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the
inscription, ‘“To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this |
proclaim to you. * The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, % nor is
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he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mortals life and breath and all things. 2° From one ancestor he made all
peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 2’ so that they would
search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed
he is not far from each one of us. 2 For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
2% “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. 3° While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, 3! because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.”

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14t chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.



HOLY GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ¥ “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. *® And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. 1’ This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him
because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18“ will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. °In a little while the
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will
live. 2°On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and | in
you. 2 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love
me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and
reveal myself to them.”

Pastor: The Gospel of our Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Pastor Cynthia Chambers

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! ELW #385
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CREED

Leader: Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

All: 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS

Leader: Each petition concludes, “Merciful God,” and the congregation
responds, “receive our prayer.”



PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

(The congregation is invited to greet one another with the words, “Peace be with
you,” and gestures respecting personal space and comfort levels.)

Children return from Children’s Church.
Please be seated.

MUSICAL OFFERING Leaning on the Everlasting Arms arr. Mallory
St. Matthew Ringers

GENEROSITY MOMENT and Announcements

We celebrate God’s generosity embodied in this community’s time, talents, and
treasures shared with one another. Thank you for your presence in worship
today. Thank you for offering the “first fruits” of your finances. Offering may be
placed in the baskets near the entrances/ exits of the worship space or through
online giving on our website. Thank you for sharing your spiritual gifts with our
church, local, and global communities. See the QR code on the back of the
bulletin.

Please stand as you are able.
+ MEAL +

OFFERTORY Faith of Our Fathers No. 813
Alfred
Faith of our mothers, daring faith, your work for Christ is love revealed,
spreading God’s word from pole to pole, making love known and freedom real.
Faith of our mothers, holy faith, we will be true to you till death.
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

Merciful God,
All: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness
and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus. Amen.

Leader:

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:
All:

Pastor:
All:

Pastor:
All:

Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. The meal is served in three ways. Choose
what is appropriate for you.

Individual packets are available for those wishing to remain in their pew.

If you are unable to come forward, but would like communion served by the

pastor, please let one of the ushers know and the Sacrament will be brought to
you at your seat.

Continuous manner — Come forward at the direction of the ushers, take the wafer
from the pastor, “The body of Christ, given for you”, and eat it. (Gluten-free
wafers are available) Then move to the next station and take one of the cups of
wine (red) or grape juice (white) “The blood of Christ, shed for you”, and drink it.
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward to
receive a blessing.
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IN-PEW COMMUNION (WITH PACKETS)

Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.
All: Amen. (Eat wafer)
Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
All: Amen. (Drink wine/grape juice)
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN  Children of the Heavenly Father ELW #781
Berg/Olson

(Next Page)
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the

in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
he know - eth.

lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING

Leader:

All:

Pastor:

All:

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among
us and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus.

Amen.

+ SENDING +

The God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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HYMN We Know That Christ is Raised No. 449
Geyer/Stanford
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2 We share by wa - ler in his sav - ing death.
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Re - born, we share  with  him an Eas - ter life,
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as  Christ’'s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spair he turned to  blaz - ing Joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - jor Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One
The uwu - ni - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Hal le - lu - Jjah!
DISMISSAL:
Leader: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Prelude in G Major, BWV 541 Bach

k %k ok k k ok k k sk k *k 3k k *k k

Please note: Music for this service is covered under CCLI # 1000682 —
Also #A-708989 One License.net
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Our warm thanks to all those assisting in our worship services this morning:

MUSICIANS oevvveeeeeiieeeeiiee e St. Matthew Ringers; Deb Smith, Ethan Draper
ARRAr FIOWEE DEIIVEIY ..ot Tina Schaffner
AAr GUIl ..o Martha Hempfing, Sally Staub
ASSISTING MINISTOI cceei i e e eaaan Gracie Troup
Communion ASSISTaNTS ....ccoeveieiiiiiiieeeee e Deb Anker, Beth Szymanski
COMMUNION Preparers.. .. ceeeiieeeeeeeeeeiieeeeeee e e e s Hallie Doll, Carolyn Markle
(0o 11 o = U UPRPRR Mike Jones
(G =Y<L (< Meredith Staub, Sara Staub
=1 o RSP Deb Anker
Y SIN ) A =T o SRR Tom Shultz
UShers ....ooovvvveeceeeeeeeieeeeiiiien, Team 4: Steve Rutters, Tom Cramer, Dennis Koontz,

Kelli Reed, Penny Rutters
WEICOME PIACE ..uviieieiiieee ettt e e s abae e e e Lori Unger

PRAYER LIST: In our intercessory prayers we pray for individuals who have
offered permission to have their names included. These names will be listed up
to a month unless otherwise requested. After that time, prayers will continue for
each person through our prayer chain. Newly added names will appear in bold. If
you would like to be included in the prayers of the prayer chain but not listed in
the bulletin, you may contact Beth Koontz at bethk9245@gmail.com or by
calling the church office at 717-637-7101.

Teresa Garrett Karen Flickinger Penny Ritter

Gordon Grady Pearl Wintrode Nancy Leister
Brad Maloney Linda Gouker Lucas Cherry
Carole Sachs JoAnn Smith

DEATHS: Bill Warner (Heather Little’s father)
Ron Smith
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS have been given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of Carlynn Neiderer and Helen Hartman by Beth, Meg, Julie and grandchildren;
and in loving memory of Minnie Mummert by her daughter Martha Hempfing.

THE BULLETINS have been given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Gloria Frederick who would have celebrated her birthday on May 11 by her sons
John, Grant and Lance Frederick and families.

This week we celebrate God's love as we honor and
remember mothers and those who provide motherly
care. Carnations will be offered to women at all
services.

Does the world seem cold and hard? YOU can make it

better by becoming a St. Matthew Visiting Minister!

After a brief training session, you will visit your assigned JUST
care receiver once a month. VM’s have necessary peer and DROP
leader support. Pray and see if God is leading you to share

in this caring ministry. For more info, or to sign up, call the BY
church office, 717-637-7101, or email Pastor Faye at
nicksong@comcast.net.

\IE NEED PERSONAL CARE KITS PROJECT
y0UR HELP  Join us NEXT Sunday, May 17 at 9:30 a.m. to help

\f /ﬂl-. pack care kits!

Monetary donations may be made to be used to help with
shipping costs for the PCKs (checks should be made payable to St. Matthew
Lutheran Church with Care Kits in the memo line).
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Sun.

Mon.
Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

HAPPENING THIS WEEK
May 10 - 17, 2026

Worship with Holy Communion (Nave).......ccccccevvvivieeeincieees e 8:30 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave).......ccccceeeeeciniveeeeeeeeeeeeenns 10:30 a.m.
Final Youth Choir & Handbell Rehearsal................... 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
GIFl SCOULS wuvvviieiiiiiiie ettt e e e sreee e 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Staff Meeting (Library) ....ccccveeeeeee e 10:00 a.m.
Final Junior Choir/Handbells Rehearsal.........c..ccceecvveeurennnee. 4:30-5:15 p.m.
All Committee Night (Fellowship Hall).......cceeveeeeeieiiiiinieieieeeeeeens 7:00 p.m.
BOY SCOULS ... e 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Final Children’s Choir Rehearsal .........ccccuvvvvvvvvieenennnnininnnnnn, 4:15-5:00 p.m.
Adult Choir (Adult Rehearsal RoOom).......cccoccvieeiiiciieeeinnnnen. 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Discovery Place 4’s Graduation Program .........cccceeevveeeeniveeeennns 12:00 p.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave).......ccccceeeeeecvvvveeeeeeeeeeeenns 5:00 p.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave).......ccccceeevviveeeeeniieeee e, 8:30 a.m.
Personal Care Kit Packing (Fellowship Hall)...........ccc......... 9:30-10:20 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave)......cccccceeeeeciiveeeeeeeeeeeens 10:30 a.m.
Youth Group (Rm. 304) .....coooieiiriieieieeeeeeeerreeeee e 6:00-8:00 p.m.
MAY COMMUNITY MEAL

Sunday May 31, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Meal: Hot Dogs, Sloppy Joes, Mac-n-Cheese, Dairy Dan’s Ice Cream

WE NEED YOU!!!

Donations Needed: Hot Dogs, Sloppy Joes, Hamburger Rolls, Hot Dog Rolls, Mac-
N-Cheese, Juice Boxes

Volunteers Needed: Set Up from 2-3 p.m., Serve Meal and Help Keep
Tables/Lawn Clean 3-5 p.m., Help with Games/Crafts 3-5, and Clean Up 5-6 p.m.
If you are willing to donate items or volunteer, please email either the church
office info@stmattlutheran.org, or Amy Beck abeck1976@comcast.net.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Contact Tim Peck for more information, youth@stmattlutheran.org

Youth Bells & Choir (6th-12th Grades) Meets Sundays with Ms. Deb,
dsmith@stmattlutheran.org, 11:45a.m.-12:45 p.m. All youth are invited to be
part of making music together!

Middle School Faith Connections(6th-8th grade)Confirmation
Last week was our last day, so enjoy the summer and will see you in a couple
months.

High School Faith Connections (9th-12th grade)
Last week was our last day of Faith Connections, see you in a couple months.

Church Day Camp - Pool Party

Get ready to make a splash this summer! Join us for a fun-filled week of day camp
packed with games, activities, faith and friendships.

e June 8-12, 2026

e
e 9a.m.—3p.m. W i b
e Grades1-5 %:Q- 'K%
e Limited to 32 campers :
e Cost: $50 Church Day CamP
e Tosign up go to our website at www.stmattlutheran.org and scroll till you see
Day Camp.
e To pay you can go to donations on the website and use the drop down Day
camp to pay online or can be on first day.

We want every child to have the chance to attend. If cost is a concern, please
reach out to: Tim Peck youth@stmattlutheran.org

This is a youth led Day camp so don't miss out on this unforgettable week!

19


mailto:youth@stmattlutheran.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

YOUTH GROUP - All Are Welcome!

Join us for youth group throughout the year! We gather for fun, faith, and
community.

e Meets the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month

e 6-8p.m

Youth Building, 3rd floor - room 304 (Youth Suite)

Open to all youth entering 6th - 12th grade

Summer Fun Alert!

We'll be mixing things up with awesome outdoor activities like kayaking, hiking,
pool parties, miniature golf, and more - details coming soon!

Bring a friend and come hang out!

On May 17 at our 10:30 service, our youth will be leading us in worship! We will
also take time to celebrate all graduates, whether they’ve finished high school,
college or another program.

Graduates: We are proud of your hard work and look forward to recognizing this
important milestone for you! Please send Tim a picture and a write-up about
yourself. There will be a booklet with the pictures, information and
accomplishments included. Deadline May 10, 2026

Dinner Theater Youth Fundraiser for the Mission Trip

Mark your calendars for June 7, 2026 at 4 p.m. Join us in Fellowship Hall where
you will be served a spaghetti dinner with salad and dessert, while being
entertained in between courses by skits performed by our very own youth,
Church Council and staff! Many thanks to Deb Smith for writing and producing
the show!

Keep your eyes open for more information about this fun, family event!
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Summer Camps St. Matthew hosts 3 summer camps for kids throughout the
summer. Middle school and high school youth are invited to help with our
summer camps for younger kids. Camp leaders get to share their faith in real
ways, grow leadership skills, and serve as role models—while still having plenty
of fun along the way.

CHILDREN’SMINISTRY

Contact Missy Smith for more information, msmith@stmattlutheran.org.

Junior Choir & Bells (3rd-5th grade) - Tuesdays 4:30-5:15 p.m.
Children’s Choir (age 3-2nd grade) - Thursdays 4:15-5:00 p.m.

Rising PreK-5th Graders - Preschoolers must be at least
4 years old by Sept 1, 2026 AND be potty trained.

Cost: Free! Lunch is provided. Join us as we shine a light
on who Jesus is! Experience what it truly means for
Jesus to be the Light of the World (John 8:12). Through
engaging stories, songs and activities, children will
encounter a powerful Gospel message that brings them
out of the shadows and into the light of God’s truth. For more information,
contact Missy Smith at msmith@stmattlutheran.org or at 717-637-7101 ext.
232.

» Rising K-5th graders

Cost: Free!
August 3-7, 9am-11am . . .o .
Gradus K5 Join us for a week of music, creativity and faith! Through

= % —'~_ singing, dancing and performance, children will explore
R f“w C

the story of God's love and bring it to life on stage. All

summer campers will rehearse and perform in a faith-

based musical this September — a joyful celebration of
the gifts God has given us and has called us to share! For more information,
contact Deb Smith at dsmith@stmattlutheran.org or at 717-637-7101 ext. 236.

Sign up for each camp on the website, www.stmattlutheran.org
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. . o THE 8:30 SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
3 will move outdoors beginning Memorial
Day Sunday, May 24. Join us for

radio to FM 101.5 to hear the service or
bring your lawn chair and sit on the grassy area to hear in-person. This is an
informal worship service. Join us for outdoor worship this summer!

PENTECOST IS May 24 - You may again purchase red
geraniums to be placed in the Chancel to highlight this
important festival for just $5.00 per plant. You will have
the option of donating your geranium(s) to be planted
around the Church and Education Building or taking
your plant(s) home. Please return the form to the

church office by May 17. No listing will be printed.
Geraniums for Pentecost

# of plants Total enclosed

Please check one:

Use my plant(s) as needed. | will take my plant(s)
immediately after the 10:30 service.
| will help plant geraniums around the church. Please call the church office
by May 24 if you can help.
| will help with summer gardening (deadhead/watering) on a rotating basis.
Name

Phone Envelope No.
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INFORMATION UPDATE FORM
Please fill out the pertinent part(s) for you, tear off this page and put in the
offering basket or email the church office at info@stmattlutheran.org.

I’d like to receive e-mail updates and/or newsletter in the
mail. (Provide name, e-mail, and/or mailing address)

| am a member of St. Matthew and below is updated contact information.

Name Phone Number

E-mail

Mailing Address
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church
www.StMattLutheran.org
30 W. Chestnut St. Hanover, PA 17331
717-637-7101
General Mailbox: 221
info@stmattlutheran.org

Rev. Kathryn Vitalis Hoffman, Lead Pastor, ext. 231
pastorkathy@stmattiutheran.org

Rev. Faye C. Snyder, Visitation Pastor, ext. 225
nicksong@comecast.net

Ethan J. Draper, Minister of Music & Organist, ext. 235
edraper@stmattiutheran.org

Deb Smith, Associate Minister of Music, ext. 236
dsmith@stmattlutheran.org

Tim Peck, Youth Ministry, ext. 230
youth@stmattlutheran.org

Melissa Smith, Children & Family Ministry, ext. 232
msmith@stmattlutheran.org

Connect With Us!
o StMattHanover @StMattHanover

Q youtube.com/@StMattlLutheran

(=12
Scan for
www.StMattLutheran.org E-Giving
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