St. Matthew

LUTHERAN CHURCH of HANOVER

Where the Welcome is Wide and the Love is Real

Sunday, May 31, 2026
10:30 a.m.



Welcome! Whether you are a long-time member of St. Matthew, a
first-time visitor, or somewhere in between, we are thankful you are
here today. If you have questions or any needs, please let a name-
tagged usher know. We hope that you experience God’s love during

worship today.

Our Purpose:
Welcoming all as we share God'’s love.

Our Goals:

Enliven faith through worship and learning
Cultivate shared leadership as disciples of Jesus
Engage children, youth, and families
Bridge the gaps with home-insecure neighbors
Build authentic relationships across differences

About today: We gather as a community to worship God by singing,
praying, listening to scripture, hearing a message and celebrating the
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Today we celebrate the Holy Trinity
with our focus on the fullness of God made known to us as the Father,

Son and Holy Spirit.

Our regular weekend schedule includes Saturday worship at 5:00 p.m.,
Sunday indoor worship at 8:30 a.m. and at 10:30 a.m. (livestreamed).
You can find our livestream on our website or on Youtube (links can be
found on the last page of the bulletin).



The Holy Trinity
May 31, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

*+ GATHERING +
PRELUDE Come, Thou Almighty King arr. Berry

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
All: Amen.
Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Compassionate God,
All: we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, amen.
Pastor: Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, -F Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
All: Amen

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ELW #413
Heber/Dykes
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1 Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful -ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly, mer - c¢i-ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and  ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there  is none be - side thee,
Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - i - ty!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - ri - ty.
God in three per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!
GREETING

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All:

And also with you.




Please be seated.

Children second grade and under are invited to meet our children’s leader at the
baptismal font at the front of the Nave. She will take the children for Children’s
Church at the “Pray-ground” in the Fellowship Hall. They will hear a Bible story
from this week’s lectionary in an age-appropriate format and spend some time
exploring their faith and creativity together. They will return during the passing of
the peace.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lector: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic
One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

++ THE WORD +F

THE READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] * Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my
appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will
be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Lector: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28" chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had
directed them. ¥ When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they

doubted. ' And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. ° Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit 2°and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And
remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Lector: The Gospel of our Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Pastor Kathy Vitalis Hoffman



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY Rise, Shine, You People! ELW #665
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I Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Chnist the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of e - wvi reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - ¢ - brate;: your ban - ners high un - furl - ing
4 Tell how the Fa - ther semt the Son to save us.
0 " .
O S R A ===
_—-y 3 $ J ' i 1 =1 S
R
our hu-man sto -ry; God in him s cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free -dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all  the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave ws. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round -ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom -e¢n, who by guilt are dnv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je-sus" glo - ry
Spir - it calls from ev-"ry na - tion God's new cre a - ftion.
Please be seated.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM for Confirmands Ava Berwager and Hailey Bucher

CREED

Leader: Together with our congregation | ask you to confess your faith
with the words of the Apostle's Creed.

All:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PASTOR: Let us rejoice with Hailey and Ava.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. We give thanks
and praise to God as you join us in our mission to welcome
all as we share God's love.

Please stand as you are able.

PRAYERS

Leader: Each petition concludes, “God of grace,” and the congregation
responds, “hear our prayer.”

PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.

(The congregation is invited to greet one another with the words, “Peace be with
you,” and gestures respecting personal space and comfort levels.)



Children return from Children’s Church.
Please be seated.

MUSICAL OFFERING Be Not Afraid Courtney
Adult Choir

Text: Be not afraid: for | have redeemed you;
Be not afraid: | have called you by name.

When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
When you pass through the floods, they will not sweep o’er you;
When you walk through the fire, you will not be consumed,;
You are mine, you are precious in my sight.

My love for you is everlasting, my love for you shall have no end.

GENEROSITY MOMENT with Announcements

We celebrate God’s generosity embodied in this community’s time, talents, and
treasures shared with one another. Thank you for your presence in worship
today. Thank you for offering the “first fruits” of your finances. Offering may be
placed in the baskets near the entrances/ exits of the worship space or through
online giving on our website. See the QR code on the back of the bulletin. You may
also text-to-give at 717-613-6204. Thank you for sharing your spiritual gifts with
our church, local, and global communities.

Please stand as you are able.



+ MEAL +
OFFERTORY Take My Life, That | May Be - Havergal ELW #685
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.

5 Take my will and make it thine:
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
Leader: Loving God,
All: we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Please be seated.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. The meal is served in three ways. Choose
what is appropriate for you.

Individual packets are available for those wishing to remain in their pew.

If you are unable to come forward, but would like communion served by the

pastor, please let one of the ushers know and the Sacrament will be brought to
you at your seat.

Continuous manner — Come forward at the direction of the ushers, take the wafer
from the pastor, “The body of Christ, given for you”, and eat it. (Gluten-free
wafers are available) Then move to the next station and take one of the cups of
wine (red) or grape juice (white) “The blood of Christ, shed for you”, and drink it.
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward to
receive a blessing.

IN-PEW COMMUNION (WITH PACKETS)

Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.
All: Amen. (Eat wafer)

Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
All: Amen. (Drink wine/grape juice)

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN Borning Cry ELW #732
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Please stand as you are able.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Leader:

Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
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All: Amen.
*+ SENDING ++
BLESSING
Pastor: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
*+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
All: Amen.
HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name ELW #414
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2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel  choirs a -
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vast  do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of  sun through the church  the song  goes  on.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - V.
DISMISSAL:
Leader: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
All: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Fugue in E-flat Major “St. Anne,” BWV 552 Bach

k % ok k k ok k k ok k *k Kk k * k

Please note: Music for this service is covered under CCLI # 1000682 —
Also #A-708989 One License.net
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Our warm thanks to all those assisting in our worship services this morning:

IMIUSICIANS evveieeeiieeceeeie et ee e e e e e e Adult Choir; Deb Smith, Ethan Draper
AILar FIOWET DEIIVETY ...uuvvieiieiiiiee ettt ettt Tina Schaffner
AAr GUIl ..o Martha Hempfing, Sally Staub
F Y I A LYo 1Y/ LT g VI A= Darlene Klenk
Communion ASSIStants .....ccoovvviiiiiiiieeee e Hailey Bucher, Jody Ruhlman
CoOMMUNION Preparers... ... eeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeerersererennnana. Abby Fett, Martha Hempfing
(@00 U | =1 (N Mike Jones, Darlene Klenk
O T2 =T John & Barb Frederick
LECEOr i, Randy Luckenbaugh
LIVE SEr@AM et Hailey Bucher
Ushers............. Team 7: John Frederick, Tom Bell, Barb Frederick, Grant Frederick,

Lance Frederick, Deb Hansford
WEICOME PIACE ..uviiiieiiiiee ettt et s s abae e e e Barb Rupp

-

This Sunday at the 10:30 service we celebrate the
Rite of Confirmation for
Ava Michelle-Carroll Berwager
and Hailey Alayna Bucher.
We congratulate them and pray for God to continue to bless

\ them on their faith journey. /
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK
May 31 —-June 7, 2026

Sun. Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion (Parking Lot) ................ 8:30a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave)........cccccvvcvveeiiniivenecenee, 10:30 a.m.
Youth Rehearsal for FUNdraiser......cocccvviviieeeie e 11:45 a.m.
Kids Acting Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall).......ccccvevveeeeieennnnneee. 1:00-1:45 p.m.
Community Meal (Fellowship Hall)......cccoevvrvnvinvinieiiieieene, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Tue. Women of the ELCA Bible Study........ccccveeveevereivneecciieeiens 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
SoulFire Rehearsal ........cccvveiiiiciieiiiiieee e, 5:45-6:30 p.m.
Wed.  Prayer Chain MEELING.......cuviveieeeiee ettt ettt et eevaesae e 10:30 a.m.
Kids Acting Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)......cccccovevvrenennneenen. 6:00-6:45 p.m.
Sat. Kids Acting Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall).......ccccvvveeeeeennnne. 10:00-10:45 a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Fellowship Hall) ........................ 5:00 p.m.
Sun. Outdoor Worship with Holy Communion (Parking Lot) ................ 8:30a.m.
Worship with Holy Communion (Nave)........cccccevcvveeiinciveeecenee, 10:30 a.m.
Youth Fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner (Fellowship Hall) .......... 4:00-6:00 p.m.
/ ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR OUR \

MAY COMMUNITY MEAL
This Sunday May 31, 3:00-5:00 PM

Meal: Hot Dogs, Sloppy Joes, Mac-n-Cheese, Dairy Dan’s Ice Cream
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Volunteers Needed: Set Up from 2-3 p.m., Serve Meal and Help Keep Tables/Lawn Clean

\ 3-5 p.m., Help with Games/Crafts 3-5, Clean Up 5-6 p.m. /
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THE 8:30 SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
has moved outdoors for the season.
Join us for worship in the parking lot

the service or bring your lawn chair and
sit on the grassy area to hear in-person. This is an informal worship service. Join
us for outdoor worship this summer.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA BIBLE STUDY will be held Tuesday, June 2, at 2:00 p.m. in
the Upper Room, (enter elevator lobby and go to the 2" floor.) All women are
welcome to attend. Pastor Kathy will be leading the Bible study lesson found in
the gather magazine, session two: “/ am More Than One Thing.” Lesson copies
will be available. For additional information call the church office, 717-637-7107.

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We need you to help make Illlumination Station a huge success this year! If you
[=]pEstr[m] re able to help, even part time, we have a place for you! VBS runs
] from Monday, June 22 to Thursday, June 25, 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Please fill out our volunteer form through the QR code provided. If
you have any questions, please contact Missy at
msmith@stmattlutheran.org.

FINANCIAL GIFT FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Our congregation is invited in giving an above and beyond financial gift to help
alleviate the heavy burdens placed on children in crisis. Could we raise $10,000 to
specifically help the children in Lebanon and Ecuador? Up to $5,000 from the
outreach account will be matched to your gifts.

As we are faced with the devastation of war, the tragedies of disasters and the
persistent poverty in the world, we often feel helpless. In this case we have the
trusted avenue to help through Lutheran World Relief. All of these gifts go
directly to the places in need.
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To give and to have your gift matched, please designate the gift to St. Matthew
with LWR-children in the memo line, or go to www.stmattlutheran.org and give
online.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Contact Tim Peck for more information, youth@stmattlutheran.org

Church Day Camp - Pool Party

Get ready to make a splash this summer! Join us for a fun-filled week of day camp
packed with games, activities, faith and friendships.

e June 8-12, 2026

>
e 9am.—-3pm. \ sl >
e Grades 1-5 \',Q- ‘K%.
e Limited to 32 campers :
e Cost: $50 Church Day CamP
e Tosign up go to our website at www.stmattlutheran.org and scroll till you see

Day Camp.

We want every child to have the chance to attend. If cost is a concern, please
reach out to: Tim Peck youth@stmattlutheran.org

Join us for youth group throughout the year! We gather for fun, faith, and
community.

e Meets the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month

e 6—-8p.m.

e Youth Building, 3rd floor - room 304 (Youth Suite)

e Open to all youth entering 6th - 12th grade

Dinner Theater Youth Fundraiser for the Mission Trip

Mark your calendars for June 7, 2026 at 4 p.m. Join us in Fellowship Hall where
you will be served a spaghetti dinner, while being entertained in between
courses by skits performed by our own youth, Church Council and staff! Many
thanks to Deb Smith for writing and producing the show!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Contact Missy Smith for more information, msmith@stmattlutheran.org.

Attention kids ages 5 and up, please join the Summer St. Matthew Acting
Troupe. Participants will learn short skits to perform at local day cares, library,
etc. Rehearsals are: Sunday, May 24 from 1-1:45 pm/Saturday, May 30 from 10-
10:45 am/Sunday, May 31 from 1-1:45 pm/ Weds, June 3 from 6-6:45
pm/Saturday, June 6 from 10-10:45 am. Contact Deb Smith for more information.

VBS: lllumination Station

June 22-25 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Rising PreK-5th Graders - Preschoolers must be at least 4
years old by Sept 1, 2026 AND be potty trained.

Cost: Free! Lunch is provided. Join us as we shine a light
on who Jesus is! Experience what it truly means for
Jesus to be the Light of the World (John 8:12). Through
engaging stories, songs and activities, children will encounter a powerful Gospel
message that brings them out of the shadows and into the light of God’s truth.
For more information, contact Missy Smith at msmith@stmattlutheran.org or at
717-637-7101 ext. 232.

‘ Music Cam
GV P p

August 3-7 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
A"g”séfjef il Rising K-5th graders
% —~._ Cost: Free!

% f?‘ee C  Join us for a week of music, creativity and faith! Through
singing, dancing and performance, children will explore
the story of God's love and bring it to life on stage. All

summer campers will rehearse and perform in a faith-based musical this

September — a joyful celebration of the gifts God has given us and has called us

to share! For more information, contact Deb Smith

at dsmith@stmattlutheran.org or at 717-637-7101 ext. 236.

Sign up for each camp on the website, www.stmattlutheran.org
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. Does the world seem cold and hard? YOU can make it
better by becoming a St. Matthew Visiting Minister!
After a brief training session, you will visit your assigned
care receiver once a month. VM’s have necessary peer
and leader support. Pray and see if God is leading you to
share in this caring ministry. For more info, or to sign up,
call the church office, 717-637-7101, or email Pastor Faye
at nicksong@comcast.net.

VISITING MINISTER SIGN-UP FORM
If you’re interested in signing up to be a Visiting Minister, please fill out this form
and place in the offering basket.

Name Phone Number

INFORMATION UPDATE FORM
Please fill out the pertinent part(s) for you, tear off this page and put in the
offering basket or email the church office at info@stmattlutheran.org.

I’d like to receive e-mail updates and/or newsletter in the
mail. (Provide name, e-mail, and/or mailing address)

| am a member of St. Matthew and below is updated contact information.

Name Phone Number

E-mail

Mailing Address
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church

30 W. Chestnut St. Hanover, PA 17331 | stmattlutheran.org
717-637-7101 | General Mailbox: ext. 221
info@stmattlutheran.org

Rev. Kathryn Vitalis Hoffman, Lead Pastor, ext. 231
patorkathy@stmattlutheran.org

Rev. Faye C. Snyder, Visitation Pastor, ext. 225
nicksong@comcast.net

Ethan J. Draper, Minister of Music & Organist, ext. 235
edraper@stmattlutheran.org

Deb Smith, Associate Minister of Music, ext. 236
dsmith@stmattlutheran.org

Tim Peck, Youth Ministry, ext. 230
youth@stmattlutheran.org

Melissa Smith, Children & Family Ministry, ext. 232
msmith@stmattlutheran.org

Scan Here

OM 30

OEX

For E-Giving
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