
1 

Greetings to our St. Matthew 
Community,  
 
As I write this letter to you, I find 
myself in the middle of things. I am, 
as of today, between calls. It means 
that as I finish packing up my office 
at Zion, I am already looking forward 
to unpacking my office at St. 
Matthew. I find myself thinking a lot 
about time. As my time in Maryland is 
coming to an end, my time in 
Hanover is about to begin. Have you 
ever found yourself in a time between 
an ending and a beginning? It can 
seem a bit unsettling in some ways. 
On the other hand, I have found 
God’s presence to be important in 
new and different ways.  
 
In these two weeks between calls, I 
am devoting more time to listen to 
God through prayer. As someone 
who normally begins each day with 
her to-do list in hand, I am more 
focused on ways to-be in relationship 
with Christ. It is a unique time for me 
as I begin to call St. Matthew my 
congregation. As I anticipate March 
2, when I officially begin, I plan to pay 
attention to the balance between the 
things I am called to-do and the ways 
I am called to-be with you in 
relationship.  
 
For just such a time as this! The story 
of Esther in the Old Testament is a 
fascinating account of the improbable 
ways God is at work in the history of 
the world. In this biblical story we 

meet Mordecai and Esther who tune 
into God’s timing and change the 
course of events to save the Jewish 
people from destruction. For just such 
a time as this, God worked through 
unlikely people to bring relief and 
deliverance for the Jews. See Esther 
4:14.  
 
In the weeks and months to come, we 
will be exploring where God is leading 
St. Matthew for such a time as this. I 
look forward to spending time with 
you, hearing your stories and listening 
for the things that matter most to you 
and to this church. I believe that 
through these conversations, we will 
discover the ways God is and will be 
at work through our community.  
 
We live in a time and place when 
people are searching for ways to 
connect with communities that make 
a difference in the lives of others. We 
find ourselves in a time and place 
where the need for genuine love is 
ever present. For such a time as this, 
I believe, we are called to share the 
story of God. For such a time as this, 
I am excited to Celebrate God’s Love 
and Serve in Jesus’ Name at such a 
place as St. Matthew.  
 
I conclude this letter with a word of 
thanks for your warm welcome for me 
and my family when we were here in 
January.  
 

(Continued on next page) 
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REACHING OUT to our college students and military personnel:  This year, the 
Evangelism Committee will once again be reaching out to members who are 
attending college or who are actively serving in the military.  This spring we will be 
sending Visa Gift cards again.  There is a display in the Gathering Place where you 
can make a $10 contribution, or more!  Please help us show that we care about our 
members who are furthering their education or serving our nation.  Make a 
contribution by Sunday, March 8.  Checks should be made payable to “St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church,” in the memo line “Reaching Out.”  Please contact Kit Curlen with 
names and addresses of those attending college or in the military, 717-891-4849, or 
by email to kcurlen@comcast.net. 

(Continued from first page) 
 
Since then, our staff and congregational leaders have 
been incredibly helpful with all the details that come 
with calling a new pastor. Please don’t hesitate to stop 
by to say hello or connect with me through e-mail at 
pastorkathy@ stmattlutheran.org or by phone at 717-
637-7101, ext. 231.  
 
May this season of Lent be a meaningful time for 
growth and service. 
 
With you in Christ, 
Pastor Kathy 
 
 
DID YOU MISS WORSHIP this past week (or perhaps 
the week before?)  Maybe you want to hear the 
sermon a second time.  If that is the case, all you have 
to do is go to the St. Matthew website, 
www.stmattlutheran.org. Go to the top of the page and 
on the menu click “Worship.”  You will find a listing of 
the most recent sermons for you to listen to and/or 
share with someone else.  A special “thank you” is in 
order to Doug West for setting this up for us! 

 

Sunday, April 5 - Palm SundayPalm SundayPalm SundayPalm Sunday – 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.  

 Easter Egg Hunt - 12:00 noon for lunch and the Egg Hunt 

Monday & Tuesday, April 6 & 7 - The Way of the CrossThe Way of the CrossThe Way of the CrossThe Way of the Cross, 12:00 –7:00 p.m. 

Holy Wednesday, April 8 – SSSSupper – 5:45 p.m., AAAActivities – 6:30 p.m., WWWWorship Service – 7:15 p.m.   

Thursday, April 9 - Maundy Thursday ServiceMaundy Thursday ServiceMaundy Thursday ServiceMaundy Thursday Service - 7:15 p.m.   

Friday, April 10 – CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity Good Friday Service Good Friday Service Good Friday Service Good Friday Service - 12 to 3 p.m.  

Friday, April 10 – St. MatthewSt. MatthewSt. MatthewSt. Matthew Good Friday ServiceGood Friday ServiceGood Friday ServiceGood Friday Service----7:15 p.m. 

Saturday, April 11 - Easter VigilEaster VigilEaster VigilEaster Vigil - 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 12 - Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday  

 Sunrise Service - 7 a.m.7 a.m.7 a.m.7 a.m.    

Easter Breakfast – following the 7 a.m. service (by reservation) 

Family Worship Service - 9 a.m.9 a.m.9 a.m.9 a.m. 

 Festival Celebration of the Resurrection - 10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.10:45 a.m.    

 
MID-WEEK SERVICES 

DURING LENT 
 
Our Wednesday night mid-
week services during Lent will 

be comprised of a new liturgy entitled, “Holden 
Evening Prayer.”  It is a beautiful sung liturgy that will 
lift your spirit and bring you closer to God.  In 
addition, fellow members of St. Matthew will share 
their faith story with the congregation.  Each 
Wednesday night someone will talk about how they 
have seen God in their life in an effort to encourage 
the listener to look for ways God has touched and led 
their life.  Please come and be inspired as you 
support your fellow brothers and sisters in the faith. 
 

Those sharing their faith are:  
March 4:   Myrtle Satterfield 
March 11: Beth Koontz 
March 18:  Mike Jones 
March 25:  Larry Gamber 
April 1:       Jaime Patterson 
April 8:      Carroll Granger 
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2020 AMERICAN RED CROSS  
BLOOD DRIVES 

 
It is not too early to schedule your donation 

appointment for our 2020 blood drives. The drives 

will be held in Fellowship Hall on the following 

dates: 

  Thursday, April 30, 12 to 5:30 p.m. 

  Monday, August 24, 12:00 to 5:30 p.m. 

To schedule your appointment, please visit  www.redcrossblood.org, or look for a 

link on our St. Matthew Facebook page, or call 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-

2767).  Please encourage your family and friends to make the lifesaving gift of 

blood. 

BETTER-ANGELS DOCUMENTARY – a special showing on Saturday, 
April 25 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Out of the contentious 2016 
elections was born an organization called Better-Angels.  Its mission is to 
reduce the political polarization in America.  Better-Angels now has a 
volunteer driven presence in all 50 states, offering skills workshops, Red-
Blue workshops and debates.  Better-Angels encourages communities to 
form local alliances of Red-Blue members to work together in a respectful 
way, find common ground and work toward common goals. 
 
As we enter another presidential election year, the Social Ministry 
Committee felt it would be timely to host a showing of the documentary 
Better Angels: Reuniting America. This event will be open to the 
public, so mark your calendars and please invite your friends. 
 
More about the 50 minute documentary from the Better-Angels website: 
“Better Angels: Reuniting America shows 8 Democratic-leaning voters 
and 7 Republican-leaning voters moving through a Better Angels signature 
Red/Blue workshop, from initial skepticism to more profound understanding 
and empathy. You’ll get an inside look at how a Democratic voter went from 
threatening to cut off relationships with Trump voters to becoming dear 
friends with one—and how a Republican voter moved from disdaining 
progressives to taking co-leadership with one in a movement that now 
spans the country. It’s a great way to introduce people to Better Angels and 
our shared mission of depolarization.” www.Better-Angels.org 

CUB SCOUT 
PACK 105 IS 
HOSTING A 
PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST in 
Fellowship Hall 
on Saturday, 
March 14, from 
8:00- to 10:30 
a.m.  Breakfast 
will include 
bacon, sausage, 
pancakes, 
donuts, juice and 
coffee.  Tickets 
are $10 for 
Adults, $6 for 
Children 6- to 10
-years, and 5 
and under are 
FREE.  So, bring 
your hearty 
appetite and 
come support 
Pack 105 in its 
spring 
fundraiser.   
Tickets may be 
obtained by 
contacting Todd 
Reichart, 
Cubmaster, at 
(717) 451-0915, 
or emailing 
toddreichart@rei
chartwelldrilling.
com.  J"Get 
your tickets 
soon; they’re 
going like 
‘Hotcakes’!” 

WE ARE UNABLE TO ACCEPT books and 
Bibles for India.  The program has closed.  
Thank you for all of your donations over these 
years as we supported this endeavor.   

PASTORAL ACTS 
January 16 – February 15, 2019 

 

Deaths 

February 15 – Robert A. Wagner 
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CHILDREN’S SERMONS are 
another way that children may 
feel involved in worship.  While 
they are participating with their 
own prayers and praises and 
listening to God’s word 
throughout the service, 
children’s sermons provide a 

time when God’s word is spoken especially for them. 
They are offered on the first and third Sunday of 
each month at the 8:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. service. 
All children through the sixth grade, are  invited to 
come forward immediately after the reading of the 
gospel.  Parents are welcome to accompany 
children, especially infants and toddlers, to share in 
this time.   
 
ST. MATT’S LUNCH-OUT will return 
to a “new/old location” on Thursday, 
March 12, 11:45 a.m.  We’ll go to 
Bottoms Up, which was formerly 
Legends and before that KClinger’s. 
They have resumed lunch service and 
have a large variety of sandwiches, salads, pizza 
and more on the menu. Bottoms Up is located at 304 
Poplar Street in Hanover.   
 
CYBER WOMEN will gather at Panera at 75 
Eisenhower Dr. in Hanover on Monday, March 16, 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Women of all ages are welcome to 
the table as we share thoughts about faith issues.  
Articles from the monthly Café magazine, found at 
www.boldcafe.org, focus our discussion.   
 
DISCIPLE TRAINING CAMP offers all 2 year olds 

through 6th graders a time to experience 
God’s love and to share it with others.  
Children (Disciples in Training or 
Campers) are divided into “cabins,” 
formerly known as classrooms.  All are 
located in the education building across 
Franklin Street from the church.  
Campers are able to discover more 
about their faith with age-appropriate 
Bible stories, crafts, songs and games.  

During the Lenten season, each camper will receive 
a very special pizza box, filled with activities for them 
to do with their families at home.  There will be a 
surprise to be opened on Easter morning, too.  We 
invite new campers to the cabins at any time—why 
not begin this Sunday, 9:15 to 10:15?   
 

HOLY BOWLERS meets the first and third 
Thursday at South Hanover Lanes, 1767 S. Baltimore 
St, Hanover. Bible study, where we discuss the 
lessons for the up-coming Sunday, 
begins at 1:00 p.m.  Bowling, where 
we emphasize fun and fellowship  
more than our scores, begins at 
1:45 p.m.  The snack bar will be 
open for sandwiches, pizza, soft 
pretzels, beverages and more so you may have lunch 
or refreshments any time during Holy Bowlers.  
Bowling is $5.00 for three games, including shoe 
rental.  Even if you haven’t bowled in years, now 
could be the time to begin again!   

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is 
scheduled for Monday, June 22 
through Friday, June 26, 9:00 to 
11:30 a.m. each day.  This year our 
theme is CLICK:  Children Live in 
Christ’s Kingdom.  One of the most 

popular stations is Crafts. This station takes the most 
pre-planning and prep work.  All the crafts are being 
chosen for the week, but we are looking for a “Craft 
Lady or Guy” to coordinate and head up the station 
during VBS.  If you are even a little “crafty” and would 
like to help children with their crafts, please contact 
Deacon Jan Davis at jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org or 
717-637-7101.   
 
OUR LENTEN PROJECT with 
our Disciple Training Camp and 
our congregation is for school 
supplies through the ELCA’s 
Good Gifts Program.  Many of 
the world’s children don’t go to 
school because they can’t afford 
the supplies.  By providing school 
books, paper and pencils and other supplies, more 
children are able to attend school and receive a life-
changing education.  For each $10 we raise, another 
child will receive the necessary supplies.  If we raise 
$300, an entire classroom will have all they need to 
learn.  How many children and classrooms can we 
help?  To donate, please send in your check written to 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church with “school supplies” 
on the memo line.  You may also pick up an envelope 
in the Gathering Place at the School Supply table and 
put your cash or check in the offering plate.  
Envelopes will also be sent home with our children 
and youth campers in March. 
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YOUTH GROUP welcomes all 7th through 12th graders to all their activities.  In 
March, we’ll have our regular meetings on Sunday, March 1 and 15.  These are 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Youth Suite, which is located in rooms 303 and 304 
on the third floor of the youth building (where the elevator is).   

 
Also on March 15, all youth are encouraged to participate in 
the senior high youths’ Ice Cream Social Fund-raiser for their July mission trip.  The 
entire congregation is invited for make-your-own sundaes immediately after the 10:45 
a.m. service on March 15.  Help scoop the ice cream and make sure all the toppings 
are refilled.  Maybe there will be some left to enjoy at youth group that evening! 
 

 
It’s a trip to State College for ice cream at the famous Creamery on Saturday, March 28.  More importantly, 
we’ll be attending Winter Jam 2020 at the Bryce Jordan Center that evening. This is a night of Christian 
concerts from artists such as Crowder, Building 429 and inspiring speakers. We’ll leave the church parking 
lot at 10:00 a.m.  Please let Tim or Chris know you are planning on going as soon as you can.  Parents may 
be asked to help provide transportation.   
 
The Youth Ministry Team meets 6:00 to 7:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  We always have an open invitation for 
parents or other adults who would like to be a part of our youth ministry.   
 
Be sure you are signed up for REMIND notices on your phone.  That’s where you’ll get any last minute 
changes that are made due to weather or other circumstances.  Please contact Tim or Chris Peck at 717-
476-9920 or 717-476-9977 if you are not already on or for more information.    

Easter Garden  Members and friends who wish to honor or 

memorialize a loved one by providing an Easter flower for the 

Easter Garden are asked to complete and return the form below 

with $10 per lis%ng to the church office by Monday, March 23. All 

of the Easter flowers will be delivered to our shut-ins by 

volunteers on Monday, April 13.  
 
A*er the cost of the plants, the balance of the memorials/

honorariums will be given to Hanover Area Council of Churches for 

their many community programs such as Meals-on-Wheels, 

Provide-A-Lunch which serves free lunches Monday through Friday, the clothing bank, the overnight 

shelter for those who need a place to sleep, and many more programs 
 
I would like to sponsor an Easter flower in the church.           

In honor of  ____         In memory of ____ 
 
Name(s) being honored or memorialized (Please print clearly): 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Envelope Number ______________    Amount Given $______________  

Please include $10 per lis%ng. Make checks payable to St. Ma!hew Lutheran Church.  Deadline is 

Monday, March 23.   
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April Special Events 
 

Lenten Service 7:15 p.m. – Holden Evening Prayer Service 

(dinner-5:45, Bible study-6:30, service-7:15) 

 04 1st Communion Instruc%on-Fellowship Hall  

  9:30-11:30 a.m. 

 04 Make Palm crosses – 9:00 a.m. Upper Room 

05  Palm Sunday – 10:45 children’s procession with palms 

 05 Lunch at noon for all with Egg Hunt a*erwards.   

  Sign up in the Gathering Place 

 6 & 7 Way of the Cross – Fellowship Hall, 1:00-7:00 p.m. 

08 Lenten Service 7:15 p.m. – Holden Evening Prayer  

  Service (dinner-5:45, Bible study-6:30, service-7:15)  

 09 Maundy Thursday Service 7:15 p.m. 

 10 Good Friday Community Service 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

 10 Good Friday Service 7:15 p.m. 

 11 Easter Vigil – Nave - 5:00 p.m. 

 12 Easter Sunday!  7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 

   8:00 Easter Breakfast (Sign up in  

    bulle%n or church office) 

   No Sunday School 

   9:00 Easter Family Service 

   10:45 Easter Service 

 13 Church office closed 

 14 Deliver Easter garden flowers to shut-ins 

 30 Blood Drive – Fellowship Hall, 12:00-5:30 p.m. 

IN CASE OF SNOW or other inclement weather, there are several ways you can find 
out if we are having services or other activities. One is our Facebook page. Two is by 
calling the church office. A message will be left for after hours. Both of these may be 
accessed by staff from home, so the news will appear quickly after a decision to 
cancel is made. You may also watch channel ABC27. We are NOT on channel 8. If 
you are questioning whether or not to come to church, remember that we want you to 
be safe first! On Sunday mornings, if the 8:00 a.m. service is on, Sunday School will 
also be on. Our teachers have been informed to stay at home if they are not 
comfortable driving here, so we will probably be very understaffed. We will combine 
classes as necessary in our children's classes. If the 8:00 is cancelled but the 10:45 is 
on, we will NOT have Sunday School to give our staff more time to clear the parking 
lots and sidewalks.  
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AN ICE CREAM SOCIAL to help our senior 

high youth fund their summer mission trip will be 

held on Sunday, March 15, immediately following 

the 10:45 a.m. service.  All are welcome to enjoy 

make-your-own ice cream sundaes in Fellowship 

Hall.  Eleven of our youth and three adult chaperones will 

be traveling to North Carolina this July.  They will 

be working with LutheranHands, a local 

organization that has vast experience with mission 

trips.  They will be repairing homes damaged from 

Hurricane Florence.  Thank you for coming out to 

support our youth as they go to serve in Jesus’ 

name!   

The Rev. Kathryn Vitalis Hoffman, Lead Pastor 

The Rev. M. David Kiel, Interim Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Arthur L. Ruths, D.D., Pastor Emeritus  

The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, Cong. Visitation Pastor 

The Rev. Faye C. Snyder, Cong. Visitation Pastor 

Deacon Jan M. Davis, Minister of Christian Education 

Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of  Music 

30 West Chestnut Street 

Hanover, PA  17331 
 

Phone: 717-637-7101 

Fax: 717-637-4961 

Email: info@stmattlutheran.org 

www.stmattlutheran.org 


