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From the Desk of Pastor Schroeder:
There’s a song I remember from Vacation Bible School that goes like this: ♫Be strong
and courageous, do not be terrified, do not be discouraged, for the Lord, your God, will
be with you wherever you go.♫ Joshua 1:9
The relationship between a pastor and the members of his or her congregation is a
very special one. A pastor’s call (and joy) is to love you, to feed you, to protect you,
and to walk with you on your life’s journey, so it can be scary when you find that that
relationship will be changing. (Also for the pastor!)
But, honestly, I knew God was up to something last fall when Pastor Yeiser left and
Pastor Moore was called to serve as your Lead Interim. At about the same time, my
daughter discovered that she would be having a baby and began asking (no, it was
more like badgering!) me to move to Michigan to help her with the baby. I said:
“Michigan? I love my work, I love my people, etc. etc. Why would we want to move to
Michigan??” Feeling torn, I sought counsel from my pastor, the Bishop. He told me if I
did decide to seek a new call, it would likely be 6-8 months before I would hear
anything, if at all. So, the week before I was to meet my new granddaughter in May, I
entered the call process, primarily so my daughter would be satisfied. It didn’t take
months; the very next day, the Bishop from Michigan called and interviewed me via
video conferencing. He told me there was a congregation he had in mind for me, and
because they wanted to expedite the call process, asked if I would interview when I
was in Michigan the following week! After an astounding unanimous vote by the Call
Committee AND a unanimous vote by the congregation (which is unheard of!), I
became convinced that God was working through this process, and the only choice I
had, was to be faithful and to trust God. Because God is so good, I am positive that
God has something extraordinary in store for all of us! Our job is just to be faithful.
Do me a favor? Look at the large plaques with all the pastor’s names on them hanging
outside the Nave. I would ask you to remember that through all those many pastoral
vacancies, God has been faithful to you, leading and guiding you for over 275 years,
so you can rest assure that God WILL continue to do so. Remember Joshua 1:9.
Because my space here is limited, I’d like to offer two articles that may be helpful to
you during this transition time, found at the links below. It is my prayer that they will
help you, as together, we turn the page to this next chapter at St. Matthew.
I love you all and will always cherish the relationship we have shared.

From Pastor Kate :
https://www.9marks.org/article/6-truths-to-encourage-you-during-pastoraltransition/
https://www.crosswalk.com/church/pastors-or-leadership/when-the-pastor-youlove-leaves-your-church-10-ways-to-navigate-pastoral-transition.html
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SUCCESSFUL SEMINARY CAMPAIGN: Our campaign for the
United Seminary – Gettysburg ended May 30 on a very
successful note. We exceeded our $3,000 goal!
A special thank you to the 25 people who gave generously to
help the seminary students. Thank you also to the
Congregation Council for their approval to give $2,000. The
Parish Education Committee (PEC) sent $3,190 to United
Seminary – Gettysburg.
We appreciate the Temple Talk given by our then seminarian
Cody Danner. Cody made our congregation aware of the need
for congregations to support United Seminary – Gettysburg
where our future church leaders are trained. Rev. Martin Otto
Zimmann, Major Gifts Officer for the seminary, thanked St.
Matthew for over 30 years of annual gifts given to the seminary.
THANKS TO ALL who contributed items for our new children’s
worship bags! One of the children of our congregation,
Gwyneth Patterson, also contributed by using her artistic talent
to decorate the bags. They are hanging on the end of the pews
in the center aisle. Please be sure to admire her artwork D
and if your child would like to use one during worship, please
take one and return it at the end of the service.

BUMPER STICKERS AND STATIC
CLINGS are for sale Sundays before the
late service, before the Saturday
evening services, and before SAW on
Wednesdays. The cost is only $5.
Show your support for St. Matthew
Lutheran Church by displaying this
bumper sticker or static cling on your
car, windows or other items. Proceeds
will benefit Global Outreach. For
questions, please contact Diane
Hoffman-Neail, 717-965-5470, or any
member of the Evangelism Committee.

ST. MATTHEW MEMBERS HAVE DONE IT AGAINDOur Flea Market and Bake
Sale were a shared and productive success with combined earnings of almost
$2,000. That money will benefit “Rise Against Hunger” and “Global Missions!”
A bumper crop of thanks goes out to each and every one of you who offered time,
effort and goods so generously to make this possible! As in past years and once
again, St. Matthew rules! We are a ‘blessed congregation’!

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (John 3:1-17) brings us an encounter between Jesus and a man by the
name of Nicodemus. In this story, Jesus provides a blessing and promise that is the heart of the
gospel. In response to a conversation concerning how one might enter the kingdom of God, Jesus
says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” John 3:16-17
At the heart of our lives as Christians is the blessing and promise of God’s grace and life. Our life as a disciple
and steward is in response to this amazing free gift that God brings to us in Jesus Christ. Gratitude is the
acknowledgement of God’s abundant gifting and the starting point for how we respond as God’s people living
each day in God’s promise and blessing. Gratitude initiates a response of joy and thanksgiving for all that God
does for us in Jesus Christ. In what ways do you show gratitude for this blessing of grace and life in Christ?
From First, We Give of Ourselves: Giving in Gratitude
Don’t forget the next Try-a-Tithe Sunday is September 8!

PASTORAL ACTS
July 16 – August 15, 2019
Baptisms

July 28 - Oliver William Thomassy, son of Eric and BriAnna (Myers)
Thomassy, with sponsors Brian and Jocelyn West
August 4 – Bentley Kephart, son of Kameron Curlen and Tori Kephart,
with sponsor Kelsey Curlen
August 10 - Maximilian Lucca Bentzel, son of Joshua and Jennifer
(Rummel) Bentzel, with sponsors Jim, Doreen and Tim Rummel
Deaths
July 18 – Andrea Hertz
July 24 – Charles H. Sourber Jr.
July 29 – Shirley Ann (Kneisley) Grams
July 31 – Kelly M. Beck

DISCOVERY
PLACE
PRESCHOOL is looking
for some St. Matthew
friends who love young
children. We have a few
different ways YOU can
help the children who
come to our church
preschool.
1- Our preschool is governed by a Preschool
Board, which meets once each month to make
decisions regarding our program.
Please
consider coming to our next meeting on
Tuesday, September 17 at 6:00 p.m. in the
Library. We need some new voices to join us!
2- If you love children but don’t want the daily
commitment, please consider joining our
Substitute List. We always have two adults in
the preschool classrooms, but sometimes staff
need a “sick” day. As a substitute, you will be
with another teacher that knows the children,
and will take on the role of Assistant Teacher
for the day.
Please contact Martha Lobaugh, Director, if you
are willing to join our Sub List or want more info
on joining the Preschool Board:
discoveryplace@stmattlutheran.org
OR 717-637-1864.

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE:
After review by Congregation
Council, the Call Committee
has officially submitted the
Ministry Site Profile.
The
profile was approved and
activated by our synod. After
ELCA
candidates
have
expressed interest, the bishop
and staff will recommend three
names at a time to the Call
Committee
for
consideration. This part of the
process
will
be
confidential.
The
Call
Committee
will
interview
the
candidates and
then make a
recommendation
to the Council.

Join the
St. Matthew
Facebook
community!
If you are on
Facebook, “Like”
St. Matthew
Lutheran Church,
Hanover, to
connect with
other members,
receive
announcements
and read other
interesting posts.

Our Music Ministry
is gearing up for a great year.
You will want to be a part of it!
Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music
Ruth Erb, Children’s Choir Assistant
Deb Smith, Puppet Ministry Director
Children’s Choirs - All children age 3 to grade 6 – Children’s choir letters have been sent! If you did not
receive one, they can be found on the Hospitality Desk or call the church office and we will send or email it.
Forms are due in the church office by September 11. If your child has never been in the choir, please
consider having them join us. It is a wonderful way for children to be involved in our worship services and
become a part of our church family. Please contact Scott Fredericks if you have any questions, 717-6377101, ext. 235.
Choirs begin rehearsals on:
Pre-School Music Makers (ages 3, 4 & 5, kindergarten)
Thursday, September 19, 6:15 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
Primary Choir (Grades 1 & 2 and K5 could be in this group)
Wednesday, September 18, 4:30 p.m.-5:15 p.m.
Junior Choir (Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6)
Wednesday, September 18, 4:45 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Family Choir - (families of children’s choirs and others) Meets several times a year on Sunday morning as
scheduled
Youth Spirit Singers - (Grades 6-12 young women’s ensemble) Meets as scheduled
The Adult Choir welcomes Additional Members – See Scott today if you feel called to offer
your talents in this ministry. The adult choir is an important element of our worship and
evangelism. You make a real difference here. Please take this to prayer. Rehearsals are
normally held on Thursdays from 8 p.m.-9:00 p.m. in the Adult Rehearsal Room and will begin
on September 19.
Men’s Chorus – This ensemble sings in worship several times a year. The chorus is open to all St. Matthew
men. The chorus rehearses as needed on Thursday evenings prior to singing in worship. Speak to Scott for
additional information.
Mini-Minister Puppets have already worked hard during their puppet camp and are ready to
begin a new year. The Mini-Minister puppets (grades 6-12) usually rehearse on Saturdays in
Fellowship Hall from 10 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Please consider joining this important and fun ministry of
our church! If you have any questions, contact Deb Smith, 717-633-9787.
Our Praise Singers and Instrumentalists offer “ contemporary” music for our Sunday worship about
once a month. The membership, which changes based on the participants’ availability and schedules, is
open to youth and adults. Speak to Scott if you can assist with this ministry.
Handbells – Our handbell choir rehearses each week on Thursday night from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
and presents music in worship throughout the year. See Scott if you are interested in ringing.
Rehearsals begin on September 19.
Instrumentalists – (Youth and adult ) Brass, woodwinds and strings as needed on Saturday and Sundays
Drama Ministry – (Youth and Adult) Meets as needed

THANK YOU FOR LETTING YOUR
LIGHT SHINE by providing solar
lanterns through the ELCA Good Gifts
program. These lanterns are often the only
source of light as families walk about their
communities or children do their homework
and other household tasks. With your generosity, we
were able to send $1055 to provide lanterns to
families in Africa. You changed the lives of about 35
families by shining your light during Lent!
THE YARN EXCHANGE is now
available for all our prayer shawl
and finger labyrinth knitters and
crocheters! Using Thrivent Action
Dollars, yarn has been purchased
for your use in creating these
important ways to pass prayer along to those in
need. The yarn may be found in the closet in the
Lounge, which is open during office hours and on
Sunday mornings between 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sign out the yarn you need (three skeins for a shawl
or two for a finger labyrinth), complete your project,
return it to the lounge and sign it in the appropriate
record book. The Action Team will attach a charm
(usually a cross) and a note about your shawl or
labyrinth.
CHILDREN’S SERMONS are another way that
children may feel involved in worship.
While they are participating with their
own prayers and praises and
listening to God’s word throughout
the service, children’s sermons
provide a time when God’s word is
spoken especially for them. They are offered on the
first and third Sunday of each month at the 8:00 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m. service. All children through the sixth
grade, are invited to come forward immediately after
the reading of the gospel. Parents are welcome to
accompany children, especially infants and toddlers,
to share in this time.
HOLY BOWLERS resumes
Thursday, September 5, at South
Hanover Lanes, 1767 S. Baltimore St,
Hanover. All are invited to the Bible
study portion from 1:00 p.m. to 1:45
p.m. We discuss the lessons for the
up-coming Sunday. Following the
Bible study, we bowl three games which costs $5,
including shoe rental. Bring your own ball or borrow
one from the lanes. There is a snack bar where you

may purchase lunch or refreshments. No previous
bowling experience (or great skill!) is required—we
bowl for enjoyment and fellowship. New bowlers are
always welcome!
ST. MATT’S LUNCH-OUT enjoys a
variety of service styles and foods.
Thursday, September 12 will be a
“diner day” at the Starlight Diner at
1177 Carlisle St., Hanover. We will
gather at 11:45 a.m. for lunch with
casual conversation. The Starlight offers a large
menu, including breakfast all day. If you plan to join
us, please make your reservation by Monday,
September 9 by calling Jan Davis at 717-637-7101 or
e-mailing her at jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org. If you
miss making a reservation, you may still attend. We
are trying to get a more accurate number so the
restaurants may prepare for us. Thank you!

DISCIPLE
TRAINING CAMP
LIFE IN JESUS’ DAY is the theme for this fall’s
RALLY DAY! On Sunday, September 29, everyone
is invited to begin our new school year during the
Sunday School time of 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Children through the sixth grade and their families are
invited to step into the world of Jesus in 30 A.D. in our
education building across the street from the church.
Pick up your passport through Jerusalem and discover
how Jesus, his disciples and their neighbors lived way
back then. Make some crafts, play some games and
maybe meet a disciple or two!
Adults and youth in the 7th grade and up will join
Pastor Rob in the Upper Room for a Bible overview.
Have a fun time learning some new ways of reading
the Bible. Also, participants from all of our adult
classes will be there so if you are not already in an
adult class, you will be able to hear about them and
find which one(s) you would like to attend.

CYBER WOMEN will gather at Panera at 75
Eisenhower Dr. in Hanover on Monday, September
30, 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Women of all ages are
invited to talk about faith and daily life. We use the
articles found in Café, the on-line magazine for
women. You may read ahead at www.boldcafe.org
or wait until our meeting. If you don’t have an
internet-ready device, we always read the articles
aloud. We have introduced several new women to
the group over the past summer. Why not start
your fall as a Cyber Woman? Please contact Jan
Davis at 717-637-7101 with any questions.
DISCIPLE TRAINING CAMP is the
new name for our children’s Sunday
School. Not many want to be in
“school” after spending Monday through
Friday there, but who doesn’t love
CAMP! We might not have a camp fire
or s’mores (or will we??) but we will
have lots of exciting and fun activities to discover
ways to be a disciple. Our regular classes will
begin on Sunday, October 6, 9:15 a.m. to 10:15. All
2 year olds through 6th graders are encouraged to
come to Disciple Training Camp and exercise your
“disciple muscles!”
DISCIPLE TRAINING CAMP
LEADERS are being recruited for
our weekly camp experience on
Sunday mornings, 9:15 a.m. to
10:15 a.m. Maybe you have
thought about being a Sunday
School teacher in the past. Now is an excellent
time to get in on the ground floor of this new way to
grow disciples! In addition to classes using the
SPARK curriculum which our teachers love, we’ll
have special guests and special activities
throughout the school year. About two Sundays a
month, our children will be in their graded classes
from 2’s to 6th grade. We are looking for a few
more adults or older youth to work with our current
teachers on those days. Also, we are looking for
older youth or adults who would like to portray a
disciple, be a puppeteer, play some games and
lead a larger group in other ways on the other
Sundays. For all this, you not only get a T-shirt, but
the joy of sharing your love and care with our
younger disciples! Please contact Jan Davis at 717
-637-7101 or jdavisaim@stmattlutheran.org to be a
leader.

THE BIBLE PRESENTATION for all third
graders will be during the 10:45 a.m. service
on Sunday, October 6. Third graders and
their parents will be invited forward at the end
of the children’s sermon. Each will receive
their own copy of the New Revised Standard Bible,
with colorful pictures and Bible helps.
CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION will
take place in the Upper Room on
Sunday, October 6, 9:15 a.m. to 10:15
a.m. At least one parent is required to
attend with their 7th or 8th grade youth.
We’ll go over the schedule for our year,
along with providing details about our annual retreat.
There will be a commissioning for youth with their
parents during the 10:45 a.m. service that day.
A PRAYER SHAWL MEETING will
be held on Thursday, October 10, at
1:00 p.m. in the Lounge. You’ll be
able to see the new Yarn Exchange
and to see some new patterns for
knitting or crocheting. Sarah Morris
and Jan Davis will be on hand to provide instructions
on how to crochet a finger labyrinth. The fall is a
wonderful time to get started in our prayer shawl and
finger labyrinth ministries as the weather is cooler and
it’s comforting to have a pile of yarn on your lap!
Come and see how to share that comfort and prayers
with others.

YOUTH GROUP has wrapped up a fun summer with lots of activities.
Now it’s onto fall! All 7th through 12th graders are invited to any and all of our
adventures in faith!
There will be no Youth Group on September 1 so you may enjoy Labor
Day weekend with your family. On September 8, we’ll meet up for a Fall
Kick-Off in the Youth Suite (rooms 303 and 304) from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. Come get all the scoop on fall’s meetings.
September 15 is the Annual Church Picnic. More information about the picnic is in this
Messenger. Come as a family to worship and stay for the picnic and the petting zoo! Let Tim or
Chris know if you can usher for the worship service in the pavilion and/or help with set up and
games.
It’s apple-picking time on Sunday, September 22 as we travel to the
Apple Museum in Biglerville by popular request. We’ll leave at 1:00
p.m. to tour the museum and pick apples. We’ll return to the church for
an apple pie bake off. Parents are invited to serve as judges at 5:30
p.m. Maybe we’ll have a little vanilla ice cream to go with the pies?
ALiVE, the synod event for 6th through 8th graders will take place the weekend of September 27
to 29. Those registered will receive more information about what to bring and transportation soon.
While we will not be traveling as a group, you may be interested in attending the Uprise Festival
in Shippensburg. It begins on Friday, September 13 at 3:00 p.m. and ends on Saturday,
September 14 at 11:30 p.m. There are lots of Christian bands and speakers. Check out the
website at www.uprisefest.com for a listing of bands and ticket information.
Be sure you are signed up for REMIND notices on your phone. That’s where you’ll get any last
minute changes that are made due to weather or other circumstances. Please contact Tim or Chris
Peck at 717-476-9920 or 717-476-9977 if you are not already on or for more information.

S.O.A.P. – SAVE OUR ADOLESCENTS FROM PROSTITUTION:
Human traﬃcking (forced pros>tu>on) has been reported both in povertystricken urban-area motels as well as in suburban up-scale hotels. Its
vic>ms are real and have to live with the dire consequences. And it
happens right here in Pennsylvania – in our ci>es, in our small towns and
on our many highways. The Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
(ELCA) are looking for a way to give vic>ms a way out. We need your help, and are asking you
to collect small unopened “hotel complimentary size bars” of soap. They can be placed in
marked jars which are located in the Gathering Place as well as in the church oﬃce. We will be
placing labels on the soap indica>ng the human traﬃcking phone hotline number, both in
English and Spanish. The bars will then be placed in public restrooms or other types of places
where young girls or boys may have to go alone and perhaps see it and pick it up. Together we
can make a diﬀerence!

St. Matthew Church Picnic
Sunday, September 15, 2019
at Penn Grove Retreat (Same location as last year.)
We will have a petting zoo from the company
Creatures Great and Small.
There could be a snake, a bunny, a lizard, oh my!
The menu will include but is not limited to:
pulled pork sandwiches,
barbecue sandwiches, hotdogs and sauerkrautD
Please bring a Covered Dish or Dessert to share if you are able,
And a wrapped gift for bingo and a cake for the cake walk
If you are participating!

Tickets are on sale on Sunday mornings
in the Gathering Place and the church office.
Single - $5; Family $10
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832-423-3008 (cell)
The Rev. Kathryn Schroeder, M. Div., Pastor,
717-321-0614 (cell)
The Rev. Arthur L. Ruths, D.D., Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. E. Edward Keyser, Cong. Visitation Pastor
The Rev. Faye C. Snyder, Cong. Visitation Pastor
Deacon Jan M. Davis, Minister of Christian Education
Scott G. Fredericks, Minister of Music
30 West Chestnut Street
Hanover, PA 17331
Phone: 717-637-7101
Fax: 717-637-4961
Email: info@stmattlutheran.org
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