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Welcome! Whether you are a long-time member of St. Matthew, a 
first-time visitor, or somewhere in between, we are thankful you are 
here today. If you have questions or any needs, please let a name-
tagged usher know. We hope that you experience God’s love during 
worship today. 
 

 
 
 

Our Purpose: 

Welcoming all as we share God’s love. 

Our Goals: 

Enliven faith through worship and learning 

Cultivate shared leadership as disciples of Jesus 

Engage children, youth, and families 

Bridge the gaps with home-insecure neighbors 

Build authentic relationships across differences 

 

About today: We gather as a community to worship God by singing, 
praying, listening to scripture, hearing a message and celebrating the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. The scripture readings are chosen 
through the Narrative Lectionary which follows the biblical story from 
beginning to the end. It was initiated by Lutheran professors in 
partnership with congregations who recognized the importance of 
understanding the Bible’s message as the source of our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Our regular weekend schedule includes Saturday worship at 5:00 p.m., 
Sunday indoor worship at 8:30 a.m. and at 10:30 a.m. (livestreamed). 
You can find our livestream on our website or on Youtube (links can be 
found on the last page of the bulletin). 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 22, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 

   
☩ GATHERING ☩ 

 
PRELUDE I Leave All Things to God’s Direction  arr. Behnke  
  
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

  A moment of silence for reflection. 

 Pastor: Gracious God, 

 All: Have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in the newness of life 
Through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 
even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace, you have been saved. 
In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
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Your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

 All: Amen. 
 
HYMN When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Watts/Miller 
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GREETING 
 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 

Children second grade and under are invited to meet our children’s leader at the 
baptismal font at the front of the Nave. She will take the children for Children’s 
Church at the “Pray-ground” in the Fellowship Hall. They will hear a Bible story 
from this week’s lectionary in an age-appropriate format and spend some time 
exploring their faith and creativity together. They will return during the passing of 
the peace. 
 
KYRIE - ELW 152 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 Lector: God of love, In this season of Lent, we remember how you 

walked willingly into the arms of death on a cross. Help us to 
put our entire lives into your hands in complete surrender, 
trusting that you will carry us through whatever trials we face. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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☩ THE WORD ☩ 

THE READING: Psalm 146  (Please read responsively) 

 1 Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8     the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The LORD will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 

 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
 All:  Thanks be to God.   

Please stand as you are able. 
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LENTEN ACCLAMATION  
 

 

 
 

 

                 Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to John, the 19th chapter.  
                        All:   Glory to you, O Lord.  

HOLY GOSPEL: John 19:1-16a 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers wove a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept 
coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the 
face. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you 
to let you know that I find no case against him.” 5 So Jesus came out wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the 
man!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I 
find no case against him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of 
God.” 

8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him 
no answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you 
not know that I have power to release you and power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus 
answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you 
from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater 
sin.” 12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you 
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release this man, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who claims to be a king 
sets himself against Caesar.” 

13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the 
judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha.  

14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover, and it was about noon. He 
said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away 
with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief 
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 Then he handed him over to 
them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus, 

 Pastor:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 All:  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
 Please be seated. 
 
SERMON  Pastor Mark Vitalis Hoffman 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
CREED 
 Leader: Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS 

Leader: Each petition concludes, “God of mercy and grace,” and the 
congregation responds, “we lift our prayers to you.” 

 
PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

(The congregation is invited to greet one another with the words, “Peace be with 
you,” and gestures respecting personal space and comfort levels.) 

Children return from Children’s Church 

Please be seated. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING Largo  Handel 
 Aria DeWald, Flute 
 
GENEROSITY MOMENT and Announcements 

We celebrate God’s generosity embodied in this community’s time, talents, and 
treasures shared with one another. Thank you for your presence in worship 
today. Thank you for offering the “first fruits” of your finances. Offering may be 
placed in the baskets near the entrances/ exits of the worship space or through 
online giving on our website. Thank you for sharing your spiritual gifts with our 
church, local, and global communities. See the QR code on the back of the 
bulletin.  

Please stand as you are able. 
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+ MEAL + 

 
OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW #182 

  Arthur/Hillert 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 Leader:  Steadfast God, 
 All: we bring before you these gifts out of those gifts you first 

gave to  us—financial resources, the ability to give service, 
and even our very lives. Whatever we have been able to 
offer, now accept, bless, and use for the good of others, in 
your holy name. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

   Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
           All:  And also with you.  

 Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
         All:  We lift them to the Lord.  

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
       All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
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  kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Please be seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. The meal is served in three ways. Choose 
what is appropriate for you. 

Individual packets are available for those wishing to remain in their pew. 

If you are unable to come forward, but would like communion served by the 
pastor, please let one of the ushers know and the Sacrament will be brought to 
you at your seat. 

Continuous manner – Come forward at the direction of the ushers, take the wafer 
from the pastor, “The body of Christ, given for you”, and eat it. (Gluten-free 
wafers are available) Then move to the next station and take one of the cups of 
wine (red) or grape juice (white) “The blood of Christ, shed for you”, and drink it. 

Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward to 
receive a blessing. 

IN-PEW COMMUNION (WITH PACKETS) 
 Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.    
 All: Amen.  (Eat wafer) 

 Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.   
 All: Amen.  (Drink wine/grape juice) 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 
 
 
HYMN For the Bread Which You Have Broken ELW #494 
  Benson 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Leader: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting 
be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
 

☩ SENDING ☩ 

 
BLESSING 
 Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
 All: Amen. 

HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW #325  

  African American Spiritual 
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DISMISSAL: 
 Leader: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE In the Garden arr. Raney 
 Deb Smith, Piano 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Please note: Music for this service is covered under CCLI # 1000682 – 
Also #A-708989 One License.net 

 
Our warm thanks to all those assisting in our worship services this morning:  

Musicians ........................................... Aria DeWald, Flute; Deb Smith, Ethan Draper 

Altar Flower Delivery ........................................................................... Tina Schaffner 

Altar Guild .................................................................. Doris Deitzel, Bonnie Williams  

Assisting Minister ................................................................................ Jeremy Bucher  

Communion Assistants ...................................................... Hallie Doll, Jody Ruhlman 

Communion Preparers ............................................. Patrick & Karl Bennett-Leonard 

Courier ...................................................................................................... Mike Jones  

Greeters .................................................................................. John & Barb Frederick  

Lector ...................................................................................................... Raegan Ross 

Live Stream .......................................................................................... Hailey Bucher 

Ushers .......................................... Team 1: Tom Shultz, Sean Huston, John Mancini,  

Linda Wheeler, Linda Sanders 

Welcome Place .............................................................................. Shelley Zumbrum 



 16 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS have been given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of Catherine Phillips by Gary and Jean Mummert and family; and in loving 
memory of Joe Markle who gained his wings on March 24, 2025, by his wife 
Carolyn and daughter Stacy; and in loving memory of Nina Clark by her daughter 
Sharon Bollinger. 

THE BULLETINS have been given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Joe 
Markle who gained his wings on March 24, 2025, by his wife Carolyn and 
daughter Stacy.  

PRAYER LIST: In our intercessory prayers we pray for individuals who have 
offered permission to have their names included. These names will be listed up 
to a month unless otherwise requested. After that time, prayers will continue for 
each person through our prayer chain. Newly added names will appear in bold. If 
you would like to be included in the prayers of the prayer chain but not listed in 
the bulletin, you may contact Beth Koontz at bethk9245@gmail.com or by 
calling the church office at 717-637-7101. 

Jacquie Grenier 
Jil Manga 
Mike Mummert 
Nathan Martin 
Bob Curlen 

Daniel Thompson 
Barbara Larson 
Betty Bond  
Barbara Hoffman 
Joanne Harner 

Tom Zimmerman 
Brad Maloney 
Nancy Leister  
Lucas Cherry 
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EGG CASSEROLES NEEDED! On Easter Sunday, April 5, all are 
invited to stop in Fellowship Hall for an Easter breakfast at 9:30 
to 10:20. Egg Casseroles and pastries will be served. We need 
several people to donate egg casseroles. Can you help in this 
way?  We also need help setting up and cleaning up.  You can let 
the church office know what you can help with by completing 
the tear off sheet.  Thank you! 

 
I/We can help with: 

Name(s): ___________________________________________  

Phone Number or email address: _______________________________ 

Egg Casserole (how many): ________________  

I/We can help set up: _____________________  

I/We can help clean up: __________________ 
 

Personal Care Kits Project The Women of the ELCA and lntergenerational Faith 
Connections are collecting items to assemble Personal Care Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. People who must flee their homes quickly due to disasters or safety 
often do not have time to pack essential items. Personal Care Kits can help those 
in need to maintain personal hygiene, while living away from their homes. The 
Kits also contribute to a new start for those who can return home.  

Each Personal Care Kit includes: 

*One new bath-size towel(approx.52”X27”), dark color recommended 

*Two bath-size bars(4-5oz) of soap (must equal 8-9 oz.) in its original 
wrapping 

*One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging 

*One sturdy, wide-toothed comb         *One metal nail-clipper 

You may drop off items in the designated boxes located in the elevator lobby or 
the church office. Monetary donations may be made to be used to purchase bulk 
items (checks should be made payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church with Care 
Kits in the memo line). Packing will take place in May. 
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SIGN-UP FORM 

Please fill out the pertinent part(s) for you, tear off this page and put in the offering 
basket or email the church office at info@stmattlutheran.org, listing what you are 

signing up for and the information requested.  

______ I’d like to receive ______ e-mail updates and/or ______ newsletter in the mail. 
(Provide name, e-mail, and/or mailing address) 

______ I am a member of St. Matthew and below is updated contact information. 
___________________________________________  ______________________ 
Name                                                                                      Home Phone Number 
___________________________________________  ______________________ 
E-mail                                                                                     Cell Phone Number 
___________________________________________  
Mailing Address                   
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April 2 - Maundy Thursday: Service held at 7:00 p.m. 
This is the beginning of the Great Three Days that lead 
us to Easter morning. As we gather for worship, we will 
wonder together about the Lord’s Last Supper with his 

disciples and what that means for us today. 

Following our meal around the tables in the Fellowship Hall, we will return to the 
Nave to solemnly witness the stripping of the altar and a reading of Psalm 22. 

This is also a special service for our children who will be celebrating the 
Communion Milestone in their lives of faith. Your prayer for their preparation 
and presence for this worship service are some very important ways our St. 
Matthew community can support them in their lives of faith as we live out our 
baptismal promises together.   

April 3 - Good Friday: Service held at 7:00 p.m. The Service of 
Tenebrae (Shadows)  features the passion reading according to 
the Gospel of John. It will be like you were there on that dark 
Friday. As we hear the readings and sing the hymns, darkness will fall upon us.  

 April 4 - Easter Eve: Service held at 5:00 p.m. For our regular Saturday 
worshippers and anyone else whose schedules make it difficult to worship on 

Sunday, we have an Easter Eve worship when we will hear the 
Easter Story and rejoice with the promise of the resurrection.  

April 5 - Easter Sunday: Both the 8:30 and 10:30 services are a 
festive celebration of the resurrection. From the Gospel of John 
we hear the story of Jesus’ resurrection when Mary encountered 

the risen Lord and proclaimed it to the others. With our alleluias and songs of 
praise, we bear witness to the presence of the risen Lord and the power of the 
gospel.  

An Easter breakfast of egg bakes and assorted rolls and breads will be available 
after the 8:30 service, from approximately 9:30 to 10:20 in Fellowship Hall. There 
will be no Faith Connections.  
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