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Welcome! Whether you are a long-time member of St. Matthew, a 
first-time visitor, or somewhere in between, we are thankful you are 
here today. If you have questions or any needs, please let a name-
tagged usher know. We hope that you experience God’s love during 
worship today. 
 

 
 
 

Our Purpose: 

Welcoming all as we share God’s love. 

Our Goals: 

Enliven faith through worship and learning 

Cultivate shared leadership as disciples of Jesus 

Engage children, youth, and families 

Bridge the gaps with home-insecure neighbors 

Build authentic relationships across differences 

 

About today: We gather as a community to worship God by singing, 
praying, listening to scripture, hearing a message and celebrating the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. The scripture readings are chosen 
through the Narrative Lectionary which follows the biblical story from 
beginning to the end. It was initiated by Lutheran professors in 
partnership with congregations who recognized the importance of 
understanding the Bible’s message as the source of our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

 
Our regular weekend schedule includes Saturday worship at 5:00 p.m., 
Sunday indoor worship at 8:30 a.m. and at 10:30 a.m. (livestreamed). 
You can find our livestream on our website or on Youtube (links can be 
found on the last page of the bulletin). 
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Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 

   
☩ GATHERING ☩ 

 
PRELUDE Christ, Be Our Light arr. Raney 
 Hailey Bucher, Soloist 
  
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

  A moment of silence for reflection. 

 Pastor: Gracious God, 

 All: Have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion, forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in the newness of life 
Through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 
even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace, you have been saved. 
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In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

 All: Amen. 
 
HYMN Great God, Your Love Has Called Us - ELW #358 -Wren/Cocker 
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GREETING 
 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 All: And also with you. 

Please be seated. 

Children second grade and under are invited to meet our children’s leader at the 
baptismal font at the front of the Nave. She will take the children for Children’s 
Church at the “Pray-ground” in the Fellowship Hall. They will hear a Bible story 
from this week’s lectionary in an age-appropriate format and spend some time 
exploring their faith and creativity together. They will return during the passing of 
the peace. 
 
KYRIE - ELW 152 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
 Lector: Holy God, You have all power, such as to create all that is, yet 

in Jesus, you humbled yourself and became a finite human and 
a servant of all. Give us the humility both to recognize our 
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limitations, and to joyfully serve others without expectation of 
return. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

☩ THE WORD ☩ 

THE READING: Psalm 51:1-12 (Please read responsively) 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy, 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5 Indeed, I was born guilty, 
    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
6 You desire truth in the inward being;  
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
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 Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 
 All:  Thanks be to God.   

Please stand as you are able. 

LENTEN ACCLAMATION  
 

 

 
 

 

                 Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to John, the 13th chapter.  
                        All:   Glory to you, O Lord.  

HOLY GOSPEL: John 13:1-17 

13 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already decided that Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot would betray Jesus. And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come from God and 
was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?” 7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 
will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to 
him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to 
him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
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entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 11 For he knew who was 
to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had reclined again, he 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and 
Lord, and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have 
set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I 
tell you, slaves are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater 
than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you 
do them. 

 Pastor:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 All:  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
 Please be seated. 
 
SERMON  Pastor Kathy Vitalis Hoffman 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
CREED 
 Leader: Let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS 

Leader: Each petition concludes, “God of mercy and grace,” and the 
congregation responds, “we lift our prayers to you.” 

 
PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

(The congregation is invited to greet one another with the words, “Peace be with 
you,” and gestures respecting personal space and comfort levels.) 

Children return from Children’s Church 

Please be seated. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING Create In Me a Clean Heart, O God Mueller 
 Adult Choir 
 
GENEROSITY MOMENT and Announcements 

We celebrate God’s generosity embodied in this community’s time, talents, and 
treasures shared with one another. Thank you for your presence in worship 
today. Thank you for offering the “first fruits” of your finances. Offering may be 
placed in the baskets near the entrances/ exits of the worship space or through 
online giving on our website. Thank you for sharing your spiritual gifts with our 
church, local, and global communities. See the QR code on the back of the 
bulletin.  

Please stand as you are able. 
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+ MEAL + 

 
OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW #182 

  Arthur/Hillert 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 Leader:  Steadfast God, 
 All: we bring before you these gifts out of those gifts you first 

gave to  us—financial resources, the ability to give service, 
and even our very lives. Whatever we have been able to 
offer, now accept, bless, and use for the good of others, in 
your holy name. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

   Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
           All:  And also with you.  

 Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
         All:  We lift them to the Lord.  

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
       All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
  …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER WITH WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Please be seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. The meal is served in three ways. Choose 
what is appropriate for you. 

Individual packets are available for those wishing to remain in their pew. 

If you are unable to come forward, but would like communion served by the 
pastor, please let one of the ushers know and the Sacrament will be brought to 
you at your seat. 

Continuous manner – Come forward at the direction of the ushers, take the wafer 
from the pastor, “The body of Christ, given for you”, and eat it. (Gluten-free 
wafers are available) Then move to the next station and take one of the cups of 
wine (red) or grape juice (white) “The blood of Christ, shed for you”, and drink it. 

Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward to 
receive a blessing. 

IN-PEW COMMUNION (WITH PACKETS) 
 Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you.    
 All: Amen.  (Eat wafer) 

 Pastor: The blood of Christ, shed for you.   
 All: Amen.  (Drink wine/grape juice) 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 
 
 
HYMN Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love ELW #708 
  Colvin 
 
 (Next Page) 
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Please stand as you are able. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Leader: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting 
be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
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☩ SENDING ☩ 

 
BLESSING 
 Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
 All: Amen. 

HYMN Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ELW #659  

  Gillard/Pulkingham 
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DISMISSAL: 
 Leader: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne Buxtehude 
 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   

Please note: Music for this service is covered under CCLI # 1000682 – 
Also #A-708989 One License.net 

 
Our warm thanks to all those assisting in our worship services this morning:  

Musicians .................. Hailey Bucher, Soloist; Adult Choir; Deb Smith, Ethan Draper 

Altar Flower Delivery ............................................................................. Doris Deitzel 

Altar Guild .................................................................. Doris Deitzel, Bonnie Williams  

Assisting Minister ................................................................................ Linda Wheeler  

Communion Assistants ........................................................ Ardis Kunde, Liam Fralic 

Communion Preparers .......................................................... Christine & Dave Myers 

Courier ........................................................................... Mike Jones, Beth Szymanski  

Greeters ...................................................................................... Leo & JoAnn Hilbert  

Lector ........................................................................................................ Anne Fralic 

Live Stream ............................................................................................... Tom Shultz 

Ushers .................................. Team 5: Jay Bowersox, Hailey Bucher, Jeremy Bucher,  

Randy Kline, Jody Ruhlman, Ellen Shenk 

Welcome Place ................................................................................... Barb Frederick 
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THE ALTAR FLOWERS have been given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of the first Bold Woman, Katy Luther by the Women of the ELCA; and in loving 
memory of Archibald Oliver by his daughter and son-in-law Jill and Chris Manga; 
and in loving memory of William S. Wildasin by his daughter Linda Gladfelter and 
son Randy Wildasin and families. 
 
THE BULLETINS have been given to the glory of God.  

PRAYER LIST: In our intercessory prayers we pray for individuals who have 
offered permission to have their names included. These names will be listed up 
to a month unless otherwise requested. After that time, prayers will continue for 
each person through our prayer chain. Newly added names will appear in bold. If 
you would like to be included in the prayers of the prayer chain but not listed in 
the bulletin, you may contact Beth Koontz at bethk9245@gmail.com or by 
calling the church office at 717-637-7101. 

Barbara Hoffman 
Ronald Grove 
Dennis Frew 
Bev Stevens 
Joanne Harner 
 

Charlotte Russell 
John Wright 
Tom Zimmerman 
Brad Maloney 
 

Robert Mosely 
Dan Markle  
Nancy Leister  
Lucas Cherry 
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Personal Care Kits Project The Women of the ELCA and lntergenerational Faith 
Connections are collecting items to assemble Personal Care Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. People who must flee their homes quickly due to disasters or safety 
often do not have time to pack essential items. Personal Care Kits can help those 
in need to maintain personal hygiene, while living away from their homes. The 
Kits also contribute to a new start for those who can return home.  

Each Personal Care Kit includes: 

*One new bath-size towel(approx.52”X27”), dark color recommended 

*Two bath-size bars(4-5oz) of soap (must equal 8-9 oz.) in its original 
wrapping 

*One adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging 

*One sturdy, wide-toothed comb 

*One metal nail-clipper 

You may drop off items in the designated boxes located in the elevator lobby or 
the church office. Monetary donations may be made to be used to purchase bulk 
items (checks should be made payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church with Care 
Kits in the memo line). Packing will take place in May. 
 

SIGN-UP FORM 

Please fill out the pertinent part(s) for you, tear off this page and put in the 
offering basket or email the church office at info@stmattlutheran.org, listing 

what you are signing up for and the information requested.  

______ I’d like to receive ______ e-mail updates and/or ______ newsletter in the 
mail. (Provide name, e-mail, and/or mailing address) 

______ I am a member of St. Matthew and below is updated contact information. 
___________________________________________  ______________________ 
Name                                                                                      Home Phone Number 
___________________________________________  ______________________ 
E-mail                                                                                     Cell Phone Number 
___________________________________________  
Mailing Address                   
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EASTER GARDEN 

Members and friends who wish to honor or 
memorialize a loved one by donating to the Easter 
Garden are asked to complete and return the form 
below with $10 per listing to the church office by 
Monday, March 16.  

After the 10:30 service on Easter Sunday, those 
who have paid for honorariums or memorials for 

the garden can take a flower for themselves or to give to someone. If you are 
unable to be here after the 10:30 service, you can stop in Tuesday through 
Thursday of Easter week, between 9:00 and 1:00 p.m. to pick up a flower.  

After the cost of the plants is met, the balance of the memorials/honorariums 
will be sent to the Hanover Area Council of Churches/Ruth’s Harvest.  

I would like to sponsor an Easter flower in the church:  
 

In honor of ______ In memory of _____ 
 

Name(s) being honored or memorialized (Please print clearly):  
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Given by:__________________________________________________________ 
 
  
Envelope Number ______________ Amount Given $______________  
 
Please include $10 per listing. Make checks payable to St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church with “Easter Garden” in the memo line. Deadline is Monday, March 16. 
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