St. Matthew November 9-16, 2025

info@stmattlutheran.org
LUTHERAN CHURCH of HANOVER 717-637-7101

Wednesday 11/12
6:30p - Text Study (2™ Floor, Upper Room)
Sunday 11/9 7:00p - Boy Scouts
8:30a - Worship (Nave)
9:30a - Veterans Breakfast Saturday 11/15
9:30a - Cub Scout Order Pick-Up Dec./ Jan. Newsletter Articles Due
10:30a - WOI‘Ship (Nave) 9:00a - Music Jam (FeIIowship HaII)
11:45a - Youth Choir/ Handbells (Nave) 12:00p - Toddler Time (Fellowship Hall)

3:00p - VNA/ Hospice Service (Youth Bells, Offsite) ~ 1:15p - Mini-Minister Puppets (Fellowship Hall)
4:00p - Cub Scout Spaghetti Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 5:00p - Worship (Fellowship Hall)

Monday 11/10 Sunday 11/16

6:00p - Girl Scouts 8:30a - Worship (Nave)

6:30p - Grief Group (2™ Floor, Upper Room) 9:30a - Intergenerational Ornaments (Fellowship Hall)

9:30a - Budget Forum (2™ Floor, Upper Room)

Tuesday 11/11 9:30a - Confirmation (3" Floor, Youth Suite)

4:30p - Junior Choir/ Handbells (Lower Level) 10:30a - Worship (Nave)

6:00p - Cub Scouts 11:45a - Congregation Meeting (Nave)

7:00p - All Committee Night 6:00p - Youth Group

Veterans Breakfast, THIS Sun Nov 9, 9:30am Surviving the Holidays, Nov 22 Grief&Share
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for our breakfast in 9:30a-12p, 2™ floor, Upper Room Lol § are

honor of our veterans, hosted by our youth. We will A helpful, encouraging seminar for anyone grieving

have a breakfast of sausage, eggs, and pancakes. a loved one—this seminar helps you with

We thank everyone who made our second-annual e Being prepared for surprising emotions that

veterans breakfast a success! may hit over the holidays

Intergenerational Ornament Making * What to do about traditions and changes

NEXT Sun, Nov 16th- 9:30a in Fellowship Hall * How to handle holiday parties and invitations

Help us make 250 ornaments for our Cheer Bags e How to survive awkward moments with others

that will be sent to those who need a little extra * Where to find comfort, strength, and hope in a

cheer during this holiday season. We have different seemingly hopeless time.

options for all crafting abilities! Those who attend will receive a Survival Guide
filled with practical tips, encouraging words, and

Blﬂdget Forum, NEXT Sun Nov. 16 at 9:30a exercises for daily help through the holiday season.

2" Floor, Upper Room There is no cost for the seminar. Register by next

The Finance Committee is holding a budget forum.  gundav Nov 16 with Pastor Fave Snvder b i
After an opening devotion by Pastor Kathy, they will tnday oy .o w 25 Or raye STyasr by ema

walk through the budget, highlighting some changes or by calling 717-63/-7101, ext 225.

for 2026. Budgets are available this weekend. Blue Christmas — Monday, Dec 1, 6:30p

A service for anyone carrying grief or sadness of any
kind this holiday season. Soft light, restful music,
and words of hope and of Jesus’ love. Emmanuel—
God with us. You're not alone.

Congregation Meeting NEXT Sun, Nov. 16 at
11:45a, Agenda includes budget approval and
election of new council members. All voting

members are encouraged to attend.



ADULT %
MINISTRYH

Pastor Kathy Vitalis Hoffman - Lead Pastor
pastorkathy@stmattlutheran.org

Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt - Associate Pastor
pastoralex@stmattlutheran.org

Pastor Faye Snyder - Visitation Pastor
nicksong@comcast.net

Deb Smith - Interim Minister of Music
dsmith@stmattlutheran.org

Where Faith & Life Intersect - Sundays, 9:30a

A discussion class based on current events and our
faith, held located next to the Gathering Place.
Contact Beth Koontz at BethK9245@gmail.com for
more information.

Following the Story - Wednesdays, 6:30p

2nd floor, Upper Room

All are welcome to gather for a Bible study with the
pastor as we dig into the next reading in the
Narrative Lectionary. Contact Pastor Kathy or
Pastor Alex for more information.

SoulFire Band - Tuesdays 11/4 & 11/18 at 5:45p
Adult Bell Choir - Thursdays at 6p
Adult Choir - Thursdays at 7p

REMINDER: Adult Bells & Choir Schedule
We will not have adult choir or bells this Thurs.
November 13. Choir and bells will resume on
November 20.

Seniors’ Hangout - Organ Tour

Monday, Nov 17, 10am (Fellowship Hall)
Seniors’ Hangout for November will feature an organ
tour led by our Minister of Music Emeritus, Scott
Fredericks. There will also be games, art projects,
and cookies!

Cyberwomen - Tuesday, November 18

6:00pm, Panera Bread in North Hanover
Women are invited to Panera Bread in North
Hanover. Come early (5:30p) to join together in a
meal. This month, we'll be talking about gratitude,
using this TED-talk by Brother Steindl-Rast:
https:/share.google/yEcxPTjxFze3mZ0Ip

Cookie Sale - Dec. 6, 9:00-11:30a & Dec. 7, 9:30a
Cookies: $10/ Box

The Social Ministry committee is looking for
donations of cookies to fill the boxes. We are asking
bakers for 6 dozen cookies to share. Cookies can be
dropped off in Fellowship Hall, Friday Dec 5 from 4-
6:30p. We will begin packing boxes at 6:30p. Money
raised will go to Hope Academy in Middletown, PA
(part of Tree4Hope). To volunteer or for more info
contact Amy Beck (Abeck197é6@comcast.net).

Holiday Community Meal - Sun, December 7
3:00-5:00pm, Fellowship Hall

The Countdown is on for our Holiday
Community Meal! In five weeks, on December
7, 3-5:00 p.m., St. Matthew will host their 3™
Annual Holiday Meal for the community. This
year more than ever, this traditional turkey
dinner will provide some Christmas joy for
many who face food shortages. To sign up
to donate food or to volunteer, use the
form on the welcome desk or the QR code.

Christmas Cheer Bags

Know someone who has had a tough

year and could use some extra cheer?
‘ We're delivering holiday gift bags again

this year. To submit names or to
volunteer, fill out the form using the QR
code, visiting our website, OR by filling
out a form on the welcome desk and
putting it in the offering basket. Names
are due by December 15.

Nov. 16, 11:45a - Congregation Meeting
Nov. 16, 9:30a - Intergenerational Ornaments
Nov. 17, 10:00a - Seniors’ Hang Out

Nov. 18, 6:00p - Cyberwomen

Nov. 22, 9:30a - Surviving the Holidays

Nov. 30, 11:45a - Church Decorating

Dec. 1, 6:30p - Blue Christmas

Dec. 6, 9:00a - Cookie Sale

Dec. 7, 3:00p - Community Meal

Dec. 8 - Deadline for Christmas Poinsettias
Dec. 14, 9:30a - Christmas Pageant

Dec. 17, 6:00p - Christmas Caroling

Dec. 24, 4:30p, 7:00p, 9:30p - Christmas Eve


https://share.google/yEcxPTjxFze3mZ0Ip

Children’s Faith Connections - Sundays, 9:30a
Ages 3-5th grade. As we prepare for our
Christmas Pageant, we will be rehearsing for this
during our Faith Connections time. If you would
like to be part of the pageant, there is still time!
Come to Fellowship Hall on Nov 23, 30, and Dec 7
to join the fun! Contact Missy Smith or Deb Smith
for the schedule. Our regular Faith Connections
will resume on January 11.

Junior Choir & Bells (3-5" grade) - Tuesdays
4:30-5:15p
Children’s Choir (age 3-2™ grade) - Thursdays
4:15-5:00p

Veterans Breakfast - THIS Sun, Nov 9, 9:30a
Fellowship Hall

Our Children and Junior Choirs will be singing at
the breakfast to help honor our veterans.

We thank you for helping us give thanks to those

who have served. Jj
s

Music JAM 9:00a-11:00a
November 8 OR 15

Music JAM (K-5™ grade) brings kids together to

play music and praise Jesus. Kids will even make
their own instruments! Registration is required.
Contact Deb Smith for more information.

Music JAM
Sign Up

Toddler Time - 12:00-12:45p

November 8 AND 15

Toddler Time (ages 3-5) is an opportunity for our
little ones to come together with their grown-ups
and make music together! Contact Deb Smith for

more information.
Christmas Pageant

December 14, 9:30a
Fellowship Hall

Our children will perform
their Christmas Pageant
during our Faith Connections
time on Dec. 14. All are
welcome to join as we hear
the Good News of Jesus'
birth as told by our kids.

CHILDREN'’S
MINISTRY

Ministries for kids and their families
from birth through 5" grade.

Missy Smith - Children & Family Ministries
msmith@stmattlutheran.org

Deb Smith - Interim Minister of Music
dsmith@stmattlutheran.org
REMINDER: Children’s Choir Schedule
We will not have Children’s Choir this Thurs.
November 13. Children’s Choir will resume on
November 20.

Family Christmas Eve Service

December 24, 4:30pm

Mark your calendars for our

Family Christmas Eve service.

This kid-friendly service will

bring us into the story of Jesus’

birth. The service will include some favorite carols
and communion. People of all ages are invited to
enter into God’s love made real in the arrival of the
baby Jesus. Invite your family, friends, and
neighbors to celebrate with us! All are welcome!
Our Children and Junior Choirs will sing and play as
special music.

Mark Your Calendars

Nov. 8, 9:00a - Music JAM (K-5th)
Nov. 8, 12:00p - Toddler Time (ages 3-5)
Nov. 9, 9:30a - Veterans' Breakfast

Children and Junior Choir Sing
Nov. 15, 9:00a - Music JAM (K-5th)
Nov. 15, 12:00p - Toddler Time (ages 3-5)
Nov. 16, 9:30a - Intergenerational Ornaments
Nov. 23, 9:30a - Pageant Rehearsals Begin
Dec. 7, 3:00p - Community Meal
Dec. 14, 9:30a - Christmas Pageant
Dec. 17, 6:00p - Christmas Caroling
Dec. 24, 4:30p - Family Christmas Eve Service

Children and Junior Choir

Dec. 27, 5:45p - Puppet Show and Meal




YOUTH
MINISTRY

Ministries for youth and their

families in 6M-12" grades.

Tim Peck - Youth Ministry
youth@stmattlutheran.org

Pastor Alex Sheppard-Witt - Associate Pastor
pastoralex@stmattlutheran.org

Deb Smith - Interim Minister of Music
dsmith@stmattlutheran.org

Youth Faith Connections, Sundays 9:30a
Middle Schoolers (6th-8th grade) meet for
Confirmation in the Youth Suite with Pastor Alex
and Tim.

High School Faith Connections (9th-12th grade)
meets for a narrative lectionary discussion with
Jeremy and Chris.

Donuts and drinks are provided. ALL are
welcome. Contact Pastor Alex or Tim for more
information.

Youth Bells & Choir (6™-12" Grades)

Meets Sundays with Ms. Deb, 11:45a-12:45p.
All youth are invited to be part of making music
together!

November Youth Group -

November 16 & December 7 from 6-8pm

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to an evening
of fellowship, faith, and fun! We meet on the 1%
and 3" Sundays of each month from 6-8pm.
Youth are always welcome to bring friends to join
us. We will have snacks and drinks. Contact Tim
for questions or more information.

Veterans Breakfast - THIS Sun, November 9
9:30am, Fellowship Hall

Our youth are hosting this special breakfast in
honor of our veterans. We will serve pancakes,
sausage, and eggs. Let Tim know if you can help
set-up, clean-up, and/or serve the meal. The
Youth Choir will also sing to honor those who
have served. We thank you for sharing your gifts!

% November 21-23 Camp Nawakwa
' 6th-12th Grade Cost: $50

Haven't signed up for the retreat
yet? The retreat is coming up
quickly! Get ready for a weekend of
fun, friends, and faith! Invite your
friends! All are welcome!
Contact Tim or Pastor Alex for
T, questions or more information. Sign
up using the QR code.

Youth Lock-In - December 20-21

All high school youth are invited for an
unforgettable overnight full of games, laughter, and
late-night snacks! Bring a friend, stay for breakfast,
and join us for PJ Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. as
we raise support for our local Food Bank!

M and college students)

Builing futhortis Chston Comminy,  JANUATY 2-4, 2026
Join youth and young adults from across our
synod for a weekend of worship, service, and
community built around the theme “Better
Together.” Enjoy music, speakers, small groups, and
a 30,000-meal food-packing service project! High
school and college students can sign up with Tim.
Cost: $60 per youth. The church will cover the
remaining registration fee.
Registration deadline: Dec. 5. Space is limited!

Mark Your Calendars
Nov. 9, 9:30a - Veterans’ Breakfast
Youth Host & Sing
Nov. 9, 10:30a - Youth Sing & Ring
Nov. 9, 3:00p - Play at VNA/Hospice Service
Nov. 15, 1:15p - Mini-Minister Puppets
Nov. 16, 6:00p - Youth Group
Nov. 16, 9:30a - Intergenerational Ornaments
Dec. 7, 6:00p - Youth Group
Nov. 21-23 - Youth Fall Retreat
Dec. 14, 9:30a - Christmas Pageant
Dec. 17, 6:00p - Christmas Caroling
Dec. 20, 6:00p - Youth Lock-In
Dec. 24, 7:00p - Christmas Eve Service
Youth Choir Rings & Sings
Jan 2-4, 2026 - Winterfest (High School)

DI

Winterfest (high school




